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Cameroon 


Three New Political Parties Legalized 


AB3103205791 Paris AFP in French 1783 GMT 
25 Mar 91 


[Text] Yaounde, 25 (AFP)}—Three new opposition polit- 
ical parties were legalized today by the Cameroonian 
Ministry of Territorial Administration. official sources 
have announced in Yaounde. 


The pariies legalized were the Union of Cameroonian 
Republicans (URC) of Mr. Joseph Nsame Mbongo: the 
Democratic Socialist Party (PDS) of Mr. Ernest Koum 
Bin Bilitik (both based in Douala, the economic capital): 
and the National Union for Democracy and Progress 
(UNDP) formed in Yaounde by Mr. Samuel Eboua. a 
former minister under the regime of President Anhmadou 
Ahidjo. The leading organs of the UNDP are mostly 
made up of former ministers under the Ahidjo regime. 
such as Victor Ayissi Mvondo and Amadou Moustafa. 


The legalization of these three new parties brings to 11 
the number of political parties now legal in Cameroon. 


Opposition Criticizes Biya 
AB2903230091 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 27 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] If the newly formed opposition parties in Cameroon 
thought they could quickly gain concessions from the gov- 
ernment to President Biya and his ruling CPDM 
[Cameroonian People’s Democratic Movement]. then they 
will be Gisappointed. The calls for constitutional conference 
have been dismissed as unnecessary and demands for a 
general amnesty received a reply of possible but not under 
pressure. And Cameroon's opposition leaders are indignant 
as Bill Herbert reports in this telex from Yaounde. 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Leaders of at least. 
four of the newly legalized opposition parties have 
criticized Mr. Biya’s position. One opposition 
spokesman described his attitude as haughty and disre- 
spectful of the people's wishes. Prince Dikka Akwa. 
leader of the opposition UPC [Union of Cameroonian 
People]. said that the constitutional conference was an 
absolute necessity if Cameroon was going to avoid 
bloodshed. Another opposition spokesman told me in 
Yaounde this morning that Biya’s declaration was typ- 
ical of Mr. Biya’s party—always a no. before a yes. He 
added that such declarations had also been made by 
what he described as other heavy African leaders. 
Samuel Doe and Moussa Traore just before their fall. 


The spokesperson for the Social Democratic Front [SDF]. 
said that the ruling CPDM was again acting like an organi- 
zation which had confiscated the rights of the people. He 
claimed that the CPDM was torn apart by defection and did 
not even have the right to speak on behalf of its militants. A 
number of CPDM members of parliament are said to have 
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defected. and | understand that at least 60 CPDM local 
ward leaders have gone over to the opposition SDF. 


This morning, the front page of a private newspaper, L°OPI- 
NION, has a cartoon. It features Mr. Biya, mounted on a 
map of Cameroon with seven ropes thrown round his neck 
by opposition leaders who are dragging him in all directions 
and calling on him to quit power. For its part, the official 
press and radio have been explaining al some length why 
Cameroon does not need 4 constitutional conference and 
why a general amnesty 1s not possible. [end recording] 


Rwanda 


Government, Patriotic Front Sign Cease-Fire 


Deadline for Rebel Return Extended 


F.1290313259] Kigali Domestic Service in French 
ISO0 GMT 28 Mar 91 


{Text} On 14 March 1991. the Rwandan head of state. as 
you know. launched an appeal to the rebels [inkotany1]} 
who wished to lay down their arms, to return, saying they 
would be welcomed in full security on Rwandan soil. 


Rebel leaders’ maneuvers prevented their combatants 
from responding to the appeal although they affirmed their 
willingness to return to our country. Consequently. the 
president of the Republic has just decided to extend the 
time limit given to them. To implement the measure, the 
directorate of military operations at the Rwandan staff 
headquarters has just opened two more reception zones to 
offer more chances to the great number of combatants 
deceived by their bosses. These zones will enjoy the same 
guarantee of security and international control as those at 
Rwempasha and Kinigi, which remain open. 


The first additional zone is in the Ruhengeri sector. 
between (Kagoma) on the eastern slope of the Muhabura 
volcano and the Cyanika-Gisoro road. The second zone 
is in the Byumba sector. the zone formed by the (Kan- 
yanganga)-Kiyombe road and the road linking the border 
to (Kivumba). The Kinigi and Rwempasha reception 
zones remain open [words indistinct]. 


Kigali on Expectations 


F-A2903215691 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
1800 29 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] The Rwandan Patriotic Front [FPR] and the 
Rwandan Government are due to sign a cease-fire agree- 
ment today in N’sele. near Kinshasa, the Zairian capital. 
This is the result of the mediation mission assigned to the 
Zairian head of state, Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko. who will 
preside over the ceremony in which the secretary-general of 
the OAU, Salim Ahmad Salim. will also participate. The 
Rwandan delegation is headed by the minister of foreign 
affairs and international cooperation, Dr. Casimir Bizimu- 
ngu. [passage omitted] 


ww 


The document due to be signed today in N’sele clearly 
shows that the Rwandan Government would like to end the 
war, which the aggressors would like to perpetrate at all 
costs. The Rwandan Government has in fact made several! 
concessions to show its good will and to provide proof to the 
world so that if hostilities continue it will be the fault of the 
assailants who continue to !aunch sporadic and suicidal 
attacks against our country. We have not yet seen the 
document, as it has not yet been published. However, we 
approached the minister in the office of the president in 
charge of security and defense affairs, Colonel Augustin 
Ndindiliyimana, for some indications of the document's 
contents. 


The signing of the cease-fire agreement, which we hope will 
take place, will be permanent, and as it will be permanent 
this means the cessation of hostilities with a view to 
pursuing dialogue under the mediation of President 
Mobutu. The Rwandan Government also recognises the 
FPR as an armed opposition but not as a political party, 
the [word indistinct] Constitution of our country not 
authorizing the existence of other political parties outside 
the National Revolutionary Movement for Development. 


Details on Accord 


F.43103082291 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
0430 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Text] The long-awaited hour arrived last night in N’sele. 
in the Republic of Zaire, when Casimir Bizimungu. the 
Rwandan minister of foreign affairs and international 
cooperation; Major Paul Kagame. the number two man 
in the rebel [inkotanyi] Rwandan Patriotic Front [FPR] 
and commander in chief of the Rwandan Patriotic 
Army, signed the text of the agreement on the cease-fire 
between the Rwandan Government and the FPR. 


In other words, this is a fait accompli. President Mobutu 
Sese Seko carried out the mission bestowed upon him by 
his counterparts at the Dar es Salaam summit satisfacto- 
rily. The Zairian marshal honored the signing of the 
agreement by his presence. Also present at the ceremonies 
were the Ugandan second deputy prime minister and 
minister of foreign affairs, the Tanzanian deputy minister 
for foreign affairs, and the Zairian minister for foreign 
affairs. Now we will read the cease-fire agreement: 


We, representatives of the Republic of Rwanda and the 
Rwandan Patriotic Front, aware of the unfortunate events 
which pitted Rwandans against each other and which 
disrupt peace and public order in the country; referring to 
the communiques issued at the end of the summits of the 
regional heads of state, who met in Mwanza, Tanzania, on 
17 October 1990; in Gbadolite, Zaire, on 6 October 1990; 
and in Coma, Zaire, on 20 November 1990; 


Considering that all those summit meetings stressed the 
precondition of a cease-fire: 


Considering the acceptance of the principle of a cease-fire 
by President Juvenal Habyarimana in Zanzibar on 17 


CENTRAL AFRICA 


FBIS-AFR-91-062 
1 April 1991 


February following his meeting with Presidents Yoweri 
Museveni of Uganda and Ali Hassan Mwiny: of Tanzania: 


Considering that Presidents Pierre Buyoya of Burundi, 
Juvenal Habyarimana of Rwanda, Ali Hassan Mwinyi of 
Tanzania, Yoweri Museveni of Uganda. and the Zairian 
Prime Minister Bululu Lunda, assisted by the OAU secre- 
tary general and a UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
delegate. adopted the Dar es Salaam declaration of 9 Feb- 
ruary giving President Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire a man- 
date to take immediate and urgent measures to bring about 
a dialogue which would lead to a formal cease-fire agree- 
ment between the Rwandan Government and the FPR: 


Considering that the cease-fire must facilitate a dialogue 
between the Rwandan Government and the FPR aiming 
at national reconciliation and the establishment of a 
lasting peace. decided and agreed, this 29 March on the 
following dispositions concerning the cease-fire: 


Article 1: The cease-fire is put into effect in all the 
Republic of Rwanda’s territory between the government 
forces and those of the FPR. The cease-fire is valid as of 
midnight. 29 March, Rwandan time. 


Article 2: The cease-fire implies: the cessation of all hostil- 
ilies to Start a dialogue and serious negotiations between the 
two parties under the auspices of the mediator, the suspen- 
sion of supplies of ammunition and all war equipment to the 
area. the supply of non-lethal logistical needs for the mili- 
tary forces in the area. the release of all prisoners of war. and 
the effective release of all people detained because of the 
war within five days after the signing of the agreement. 


The possibility of a cease-fire also implies the possibility of 
retrieving the dead, the withdrawal of all foreign troops 
afier the effective deployment of the neutral military 
observer troops with the exception of military expatriates 
currently in Rwanda due to bilateral cooperation agree- 
ments, the noninfiltration of troops, a ban on movement of 
troops and war equipment on the ground occupied by each 
side, and a ban on carrying oul mining operations and on 
hindering operations in searching for mines. 


Article 3: This deals with che verification and control of the 
cease-fire, to be guaranteed by a group of neutral military 
observers under the supervision of the OAU secretary 
general. The group of neutral military observers is com- 
posed of 15 officers each from Burundi, Uganda. Tanzania, 
and Zaire. They will be assisted by five representatives from 
the Republic of Rwanda and five from the FPR. The group 
of neutral military observers will oversee respect for the 
cease-fire and inform the OAU secretary general of any 
violations. The latter will inform the concerned parties and 
the heads of state in the region. The group of neutral 
military observers will put in place the organs and mecha- 
nisms necessary for the verification and control of the 
cease-fire. It will set up its own internal rules. It has a status 
which allows it to accomplish its mission as stipulated in the 
cease-fire agreement. 


The political dialogue must start 15 days after the 
agreement is signed. [Kigali Domestic Service in French 
at 1800 GMT on 30 March identified the previous 
sentence as Article 4 of the agreement. Kigali Domestic 
Service in English at 1430 GMT also carried the fol- 
lowing unnumbered point: “They have agreed to stop 
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using the press to insult each other and defamatory 
information.” [sentence as heard]] 


AFP Reports Accord 


4{B3003095591 Paris AFP in French 2206 GMT 
29 Mar 91 


[Text] Kinshasa, 29 Mar (AFP}—The Rwandan Govern- 
ment and the rebels of the Rwandan Patriotic Front (FPR) 
this evening in N’sele (45 km from Kinshasa) signed a 
cease-fire accord which should guarantee renewed stability 
in Rwanda. Rwanda has been suffering from a civil war in 
its northern provinces since last October. The acccord, 
which takes effect at midnight tonight, was signed during a 
ceremony by Rwandan Foreign Minister Casimir Biz- 
imangu and FPR Vice Chairman Paul Kagame in the 
presence of Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, Zaire’s head of 
State. It will be supervised by the OAU and its secretary 
general, Salim Ahmed Salim, who also signed the accord. 


The accord stipulates the total suspension of supplying 
war material on the ground, the head of Rwandan 
diplomacy pointed out. All prisoners of war are to be 
released within five days, as well as all those arrested 
because of the confrontation. 


The accord also provides for the withdrawal of all 
foreign intervention forces from Rwanda. This will take 
place immediately after a military observers group— 
charged with supervising the cease-fire and comprised of 
five members each from the FPR and the Rwandan 
Army as well as 15 officers at a time from Burundi. 
Uganda, Tanzania, and Zaire—are in place. 


Finally, Article 4 of the accord provides for starting a 
political dialogue in mid-April on the question of estab- 
lishing pluralism in the country. To Mobutu, the signing of 
this cease-fire is ‘a victory for African-style dialogue which 
should always prevail in settling conflicts on this continent.” 


On | October 1990. some 1,500 FPR rebels launched an 
offensive against the Rwandan Army from Uganda. This 
attack led to intervention by Belgium and France, which 
sent troops to protect foreign nationals living in this 
small country of 7 million inhabitants. Zaire. in accor- 
dance with agreements with Rwanda, also sent some 
2.000 men to support the Rwandan Government forces. 
After a month of hard fighting, mainly in the north and 
near the capital, the engagements were restricted to 
Akagera and Ruhengeri Provinces. 


While Belgium quickly withdrew it paratroops from its 
former colony, France left a 160-man Foreign Legion com- 
pany in Kigali which should, according to the new agree- 
ment, soon return to its quarters in the scuth of France. 


Rebels Threaten To Resume Fighting 


183002185991 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[From the “African News” program] 
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[Text] Members of the Rwandan rebel movement which 
yesterday signed a cease-fire agreement with President 
Juvenal Habyarimana have indicated that they may resume 
hostilities if talks on a permanent settlement do not begin as 
agreed within two weeks. Both parties to the agreement 
expressed doubts on whether the cease-fire will hold. The 
Rwandan foreign minister, Mr Casimir Bizimungu, said all 
depended on the behavior of the rebels. A rebel spokesman 
in the Ugandan capital Kampala told the correspondent for 
the ASSOCIATED PRESS news agency that if talks did not 
start within two weeks, his men would break the cease-fire 
and resume the military struggle. 


Zairian Observers Check Border 


£.40104100791 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
1115 GMT 31 Mar 91 


[Text] Today is the third day of the cease-fire agreed upon in 
N’sele, Zaire, between the Rwandan Government and the 
rebel Patriotic Front. The cease-fire is the result of fruitful 
negotiating work under the auspices of President Mobutu 
Sese Seko, who has been charged with a mediation mission 
in the Rwandan conflict by his counterparts of Burundi, 
Rwanda, Tanzania, and Uganda. 


President Mobutu Sese Seko, intent on succesfully carrying 
out his mediation mission, has just dispatched a military 
delegation to Kigali to personally observe the military 
positions of the warring parties and give him a report. 
Yesterday [30 March], the delegation visited the border 
areas of Mutara, Byumba, and Ruhengeri. It returned to the 
regions today to cover the border areas it did not visit 
yesterday. 


Zaire 


New Transitional Government Presented 


1B3103153491 Dakar PANA in French 1234 GMT 
31] Mar 91 


[Text] Kinshasa, 31 Mar (PANA)}—1 ne Zairian prime min- 
ister, Professor Mulumba Lukoji, yesterday evening pre- 
sented the new Zairian transitional government comprising 
51 members compared with the 44 of the former govern- 
ment. Three vice prime ministers were nominated to run 
specialized ministries such as Constitutional Reform 
(Kisimba N’Goy, the chairman of the Bar Association), 
Territorial Administration and Decentralization (Mr. 
Mozagba N’Gbuka). and Economy and Industry (Malumba 
M’Bangula). 


What is worth noting in this new government, formed 
after a 15- day consultation, is that it includes leaders 
from the opposition, the People’s Movement of the 
Revolution, independent movements, and the public 
and private sectors from the prime minister's region. 


Following is the list of the members of the new Zairian 
Cabinet: 


CENTRAL AFRICA 


Vice Prime Ministers: 


Institutional Reforms: 


Kisimba N’Goy 


Territorial Administration and Decentral:- 
Zauion: 


Mozagba N ‘Gbuka 


Economy and Industry: 


Malumba M Bangula 


Foreign Affairs: 


Inonga Lokongo L‘Ome 


National Defense, Territorial Security, and 
Veterans: 


Admiral Mavua Mudima 
(no change) 


Justice: Mrs. Muyabo N’Kulu 
Finance: llunga Ilunkamba 

Planning and National Development Bombito Botomba ( ry 7 
Budget: Mananga Ma Pholo 7 


Information and Press 


Banza Mukalay N’Sungu 
(no change) 


International Cooperation. 


N’Gongo Kamanda. (no 
change) 


Agriculture. Rural and Community Devel- 
opment: 


Onyembe Pene M'Butu (no 
change) 
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External Trade: Mulumba Musambay 

Mines: Mushobekwa Kalimba Wa 
Katana 

Energy: Mulaangala | wakabwanga 


Small-and Medium-Scale Enterprises: 


Mimpaya Akan 


Public Works, Town Planning. and 
Housing: 


Nyindu Kitenge 


Transpon and Communications: 


Kimaas: Matuiku Basaula 
(no change) 


Land Management: 


Kabange N’Tabala-Mualim 


Higher and University Education: 


Payanzo N'Tsomo 


Scientific Research: 


Kambay: Bwatshia 


Primary. Secondary, and Vocational Educa- 
tion: 


Koli Elombe Mutukoa (no 
change) 


Public Health: 


M'Boso N’Kodia Inyanza 
(no change) 


Public Service: 


Mrs. Muduka Inyamza 


Environment and Conservation: 


Kaatende N’Gungza 


Social Affairs: 


Lengelo Muyangandu (no 
change) 


Labor and Social Security: 


Kwete Minga 


Women and Family Welfare: 


Mrs. Mitheo Lolaa Mara 
Tumba (no change) 


Posts, Telephone, and Telec 


ations: 


Kitenge Yezu 


Culture, Arts, and Tourism: 


Mutuza Kabe 


Youth, Sports, and Leisure: 


Tangelo Okito 


Minister Delegates at the Prime 


Minister's Office 


Participation and Privatization: 


Ramazan: Mwene Malungu 


Relations with Political Parties: 


Maatungaa |_umuna 


Secretaries of State 


Territorial Administration and Decentrali- 
zation: 


N’"Dom Nda Ombe! 


Economy and Industry: 


Kadima Lubemba 


Foreign Affairs: 


Mapesa U!djuu 


National Defense, Territorial Security. and Brigadier General Kalume 


Veterans: Numbi 

Finance —_ Kwimi Nsecl 
Planning Kindid: Ki Pezo 
Budget Lukusa Menda 


information and Press Nzuz: Mulumba 


International C cooperation Soza Mbungu Te Mate 


Agriculture. Rural and Community Devel- Watula Kisambalwa 


opment 


Small- and Medium-Scale Enterprises Weregemere Na Mantu 


Public Works and Housing: Omar Abassy 


Town Planning and Housing Wambe Nagenepo 


Transpon and Communications Kazadi Kadima 


Bamba Kaamalandua 
Zikadia 


Higher and University Education 


Screntific Research Shaban: Bin Bitcko 


Primary. Secondary. and Vocational Educa- Mrs. Isalu Isansi Kaalaasi 


tion: 


Environment and Protection of Nature Lobo Kanza 


MPR Cadres Call For Ousting Party Leadership 


AB3103135991 Dakar PANA in French 1924 GMT 
28 Mar 91 


[Text] Kinshasa, 28 Mar (PANA)}— The Zairian morning 
daily, SALONGO, published today in Kinshasa, disclosed 
that a “coup d’etat™ was perpetrated by young cadres of the 
former party-state, the People’s Movement of the Revolu- 
tion (MPR) against the old guard of the party. At the end 
of a meeting that focused on the activities of the party, 
young cadres led by Mr. Banza Mukalayi, the outgoing 
minister of information, demanded the immediate resig- 
nation of all members of the Provisional National Direc- 
torate, chaired by Mr. Nsinga Udjuu, former prime min- 
ister. It was also decided during the meeting that a 
commission would be set up in charge of handling daily 
matters while awaiting the holding of a party congress. 


In his 24 April 1990 speech, President Mobutu Sese Seko 
had announced his decision to establish multipartyism in 
the country and to leave the MPR that he created on 20 
May 1967 and which, through the years, had become 
successively a single party, the supreme institution, the 
single institution of the Republic, and finally, a party-state. 


After 24 April, Mr. Mobutu entrusted the task of reorga- 
nizing the MPR to face the new political demands to Mr. 
Nsinga, a 57-year-old jurist. The deadline is set for next 
September. Mr. Nsinga has regularly held a post in the 
Zairian Government since 1965 and higher posts since 
1967. 


According to SALONGO, the young cadres accuse the 
Provisional Directoraic of being the cause of the lethargy 
prevailing within the party and hindering its activities since 
the advent of the multiparty system in the country. The 
Directorate, led by Mr. Nsinga, who promised “an impor- 
tant declaration” during the day, was also reproached for its 
inconsistency, defeatism, cupidity, incompetence, and its 
sabotage aimed at purely and simply dissolving the party. 
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Ethiopia 


Air Force Reportedly Destroys ‘Bandits’ in Aseb 


£A2903181891 Addis Ahaha Domestic Service 
im Amharic 0900 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] The heroic Ethiopian Air Force has destroyed 
bandits and several of their ships who recently mobilized 
(?via) the Tro District of the Aseb administrative area 
and attempted to inflict damage on Aseb Port. According 
to yesterday's edition of the weekly SERTO ADER. our 
Air Force achieved the brilliant victory by well- 
coordinated and joint actions carried out with other 
branches of our Armed Forces. It has been learned that 
our heroic Air Force 1s fighting and registering achieve- 
ments alongside our revolutionary Armed Forces of 
various departments and the people's militia, who are 
making great sacrifices to counter the war against us by 
the Weyane [Tigray People’s Liberation Front] and the 
Shabiyyah [Eritrean People’s Liberation Front] through 
pressure and support from our foreign enemics who want 
to see Ethiopia weakened by destroying our centuries-old 
unity. [passage omitted] 


Eritrean Spokesman on Fighting 
NC3103140991 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabu 
I21S GMT 31 Mar 9l 


[Text] Damascus—The Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Army today continued the offensive it launched yes- 
terday in an area 100 Km to the northwest of Ascb. 


A spokesman for the Eritrean People’s Popular Front 
{[EPLF] said in a statement issued in Damascus today 
that in yesterday's battles, 14 tanks were seized and 22 
tanks destroyed. He also said a large quantity of ammu- 
nition and 12 military vehicles were seized and 20 
vehicles destroyed. 


The spokesman added that the ground air defense artil- 
lery downed an Ethiopian warplane in the theater of 
operations. The pilot was killed. The EPLF naval units 
sank an Ethiopian Navy vessel to the north of Aseb Port. 
he said. 


Militia Defeats Rebel Attempts To Enter Yifat 


EAO10411S891 Addis Ahaha Domestic Service 
in Amharic 0930 GMT 1 Apr 91 


[Excerpt] The people's militia of Yifat Province in the 
northern Shewa area have foiled joint Weyane [Tigray 
People’s Liberation Front] and Sha‘biyyah [Eritrean 
People’s Liberation Front] attempts to enter the area. 
They have destroyed more than 150 bandits. The peo- 
ple’s militia with [words indistinct] our revolutionary 
armies have captured large quantities of weapons from 
individuals and groups. Bekalu Degefaw reports on the 
details from the Fourth Zone Revolutionary Campaign 
Center: 
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[Begin Bekalu recording] In their operation to repulse 
the bandits’ allempt to enter the area. the people's 
militia of Yifat Province killed 156 bandits and 
wounded 118 others. Regarding weapons, they captured 
113 various types of rifles and various types of grenades. 
| passage omitted] [end recording] 


EPLA Reportedly Destroys 2 Mechanized Brigades 
£.13003113291 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Text] The heroic Eritrean People’s Liberation Army 
[EPLA] completely destroyed two enemy mechanized 
brigades during its serious attack in southern Denakil, 
100 km northwest of Aseb. In yesterday's fighting, which 
started at 0430, our heroic combatants captured 10 tanks 
and burned 10 others by noon alone and they also 
captured and destroyed many vehicles. 


This victorious attack was at Berhano and Aranon in 
southern Denakil, and these areas are under the EPLA’s 
full control. The two enemy brigades completely 
destroyed are the 501st and 502d Brigades. members of 
the 5th Mechanized Division. As can be recalled, after 
the EPLA’s victories in Tio and Ed. the enemy had been 
strengthening its army in the area to stop our combat- 
ants’ advance. and it 1s this army which has been 
destroyed now. 


EPLF Claims To Down MiG; Kill 2,400 


F.13003204791 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Vasses of Enttrea in Amharic 1630 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Text] The heroic Eritrean People’s Liberation Front 
{EPLF] Popular Army air defence unit shot down one 
Dergue MiG-23 this morning at 1000 in southern 
Denakil. The jet, a MiG-23. was shot down in an area 
100 km northwest of Aseb, in an area where the heroic 
EPLF combatants scored brilliant victories yesterday. 


In the engagement [on 29 March] which continued until 
late evening, the EPLF Popuiar Army put 3,000 Dergue 
soldiers out of action. Among them 2,400 were killed, 
more than 500 wounded, and 100 captured. As for military 
losses, the EPLF captured 14 tanks and burned 12 other 
tanks. It also captured 12 military vehicles and burned 20 
other vehicles and captured 1,200 medium and light 
weapons and two large radio communication sets. 


At this time, as we are broadcasting the news, the EPLF 
combatants are picking up Dergue soldiers and their 
property. The Dergue Army, which was dealt severe 
damage. includes the Sth Mechanized Army Division's 
SOlst and 502d Brigades. 


Also yesterday. the heroic naval force of the EPLF attacked 
five warships of the Dergue naval force in southern 
Denakil and put one of them out of action. The combat- 
ants also killed and wounded many Dergue soldiers. 
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These ships were transporting water and rations to 
Dergue soldiers who are entrenched on the Dahlak 
Islands. 


People’s Front Launches ‘Large-Scale’ Operation 
F£.43103112891 (Clandestine) Voice of the Ethiopian 


People for Peace, Democracy, and Freedoni in Amhari 
0400 GMT 31 Mar 91 


[Text] The heroic Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front [EPRDF] People’s Army. which lib- 
erated Gojam and Gonder in its Tewodros Campaign. 
has continued its advance in an operation codenamed 
Campaign of Liberation and Equality [preceding code- 
name in Oromo—dula bilisummaaf woliktummaa]. 
attacking the Dergue Army which had crossed into 
Welega. [musical interlude] 


The large-scale campaign. which is being carried oul to 
liberate the Oromo people from their wretched national 
and class operation and ensure unlimited people's 
democracy, 1s codenamed Campaign of Liberation and 
Equality. Our heroic army, which recently liberated 
Gojam and Gonder from the jaws of the Workers Party 
of Ethiopia, is now on a decisive operation to accelerate 
the elimination of the Dergue. It is achieving brilliant 
victories in its offensive against the enemy force in 
Weiega Region, just as the Tewodros Campaign liber- 
ated the whole of Gojam and Gonder from the Dergue 
oppression. 


The heroic EPRDF, in its offensive carried out on 28 
March with the aim of achieving a similar democratic 
atmosphere in Welega, completely annihilated three 
{words indistinct] Dergue brigades, while the remainder 
were dispersed. Three tanks, four vehicles, and one 
ZU-23 were captured: three tanks and two ZU-23's were 
destroyed in the operation. 


The next day the enemy deployed additional forces and 
attempted to counter our heroic army's operation. Its 
attempt was not successful. 


Continuing their operations on 30 March. our heroic 
People’s Army destroyed one [word indistinct] Dergue 
brigade and captured more than 400 enemy soldiers. 
who escaped death and injury, while the rest of the 
enemy force was dispersed. The Dergue military officers, 
who were unable to challenge our brilliant operation 
were dispersed and fled the battlefield. 


Our operation 1s advancing, scoring victory after victory. 
Listeners, this operation in Welega to intensify the 
Struggle of the oppressed people against the Dergue has 
its Own meaning and historial significance, and we will 
keep you informed of its progress. 
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EPRDF Appeals to Welega To Control Looters 


F.40104 104491 (Clandestine) Voie of the Ethiopian 
People for Peace, Democr wy, and Freedom in Amhari 
0400 GMT 1 Apr 91 


[Statement No. 11 issued by the Office of the General 
Council of the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Dem- 
ocratic Front. EPRDF, date and place not given] 


[Excerpt] To the broad masses of Nek’emie town. those 
of its environs, and all the people of Welega who have 
suffered from the cruel Dergue oppression and exploita- 
tion and who are about to be freed by the EPRDF's 
viclor.ous Operation: There can be no doubt that the 
EPRDF. which has begun its operation to destroy the 
Dergue army in Nek’emte town and tis environs as well 
as in the whole of Welega. will be victorious in its 
operation in [word indistinct). Our heroic armies will not 
rest unti! all towns and villages are liberated. 


lt 1s obvious. however, that while the operations are 
being carried out, it 1s difficult to reach and control all 
[words indistinct] and small towns at once. Therefore. 
until Our armies arrive in every area to normalize the 
situation alongside the people. there will be some anti- 
people elements who will exploit the situation by looting 
people's property and government and educational inst- 
tutions and by attempting to inflict damage on them and 
other similar social organizations. Such situations can be 
controlled by you. the broad masses. By organizing 
yourselves, you can care for people's and [word indis- 
tinct] public institutions until the EPRDF forces reach 
your area. [passage omitted] 


Opposition Inflicts 3,231 Casualties 28-30 Mar 


40104103291 (Clandestine) Voice of the Ethiopian 
People for Peace, Democracy, and Freedom in Amharic 
0400 GMT 1 Apr 91 


[Excerpts] The enemy force deployed to recapture the 
key military positions of Mezezo and Sela Dingay in 
northern Shewa has been annihiliated. More than 3.400 
soldiers were put out of action and the remainder forced 
10 flee. 


Between 28 and 30 March. the Dergue carried out its 
[word indistinct] attempt to recapture the key military 
positions of Mezezo and Sela Dingay, which had been 
captured earlier by our heroic popular armies. Our 
heroic popular armies killed or wounded 3,231 enemy 
soldiers and captured 202 others in the fighting. In 
addition, 658 light- and medium-sized weapons as well 
as one mortar were captured. [passage omitted] 


Members of the people's militia of Molale District 
hunted down the Workers’ Party of Ethiopia (bandits) 
and armed men, capturing 250 of them with all their 
arms, and handed them over to the EPRDF [Ethiopian 
People for Peace. Democracy. and Freedom]. Moreover. 
the [words indistinct] captured seven others with all their 
arms and handed them over to the EPRDF. 
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Progress of Mandela-Buthulezi Talks Reported 


Buthelezi’s Pre-Conference Memorandum 


MB3003115891 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1030 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Main Text” of “Memorandum for Presentation” at 30 
March meeting between ANC Deputy President Nelson 
Mandela and Inkatha Freedom Party President Mango- 
suthu Buthelev] 


[Text] Durban March 30 SAPA— “A peace committee. 
established during our previcus meeting on January 29. 
had established a number of local and regional peace 
committees where violence had erupted. Its top mem- 
bers had personally done in loco inspections where 
violence had broken out and were also involved in joint 
fact- finding enquiries. 


“We knew on January 29 that the accords we struck, and 
the agreements we reached would wave no magic wand 
over South Africa to eliminate violence overnight. 


“We knew that violence was virtually endemic in some 
areas, and that the cult of violence was fairly established 
in a number of places. 


“While you, on your side, and |, on my side. have been 
human enough to almost despair that anything we can do 
will actually bring about a cessation of violence, we have 
both retained a commitment to make the best we are 
doing. even better—and to ensure that we finally suc- 
ceed. 


“I, therefore. find it dismaying that there are these calls 
publicised by the press for further action because the 
January 29th meeting has led to failure. 


“I am totally astounded that anybody can be so glib in 
talking about eradicating violence, which has a complex 
substrata and which can be traced to so many causal 
factors. 


“One must always be generous in one’s view of what 
churchmen are doing to assist, but I really do find myself 
wondering whether calls like those of the Rev Frank 
Chikane and the Rev Magoja must simply be regarded as 
naive. 


“They have in them an unfortunate idea and suggestion 
of leading churchmen actually being busy-bodies, just 
trying to be important for the world to see by stepping in 
dramatically trying to take charge of the peace process. 


“| make the point that if the church leadership had a role 
to play. that role would be between church and church. 
between church leader and church leader, between 
church and congregation and between congregation and 
the political parties that the various churches’ congrega- 
tions support. 


“I find ut rather offensive that the Church - and | am 
speaking about the Church with a capital C—runs down 
political leaders to capitalise on their failure to sound 
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important and to cover up the fact that they, themselves, 
as spiritual leaders in their own might, have been totally 
ineffective amongst their own congregations in their own 
communities to banish violence from politics. 


“I really am concerned that the whole world 1s beginning 
to talk as though all the violence that there is in South 
Africa 1s violence between the ANC [African National 
Congress] and the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party]. | am 
also concerned about the fact that the violence that has 
taken place between peoplc, who are ANC, and people. 
who are IFP. is regarded as. so to speak. official violence 
between the two organisations. 


“I. therefore. really do welcome this opportunity of 
sharing thoughts with you and comparing notes with 
you, and discussing where we go from here. 


“After cach hideous new outbreak of violence, I felt the 
need to have analytical discussions with you and to share 
insights and accept joint responsibilities to do something 
more to eliminate violence. 


“If I knew what that something more was. | would have 
cone it long ago. 


“Thus certainly may be a case where tw. heads are better 
than one and where the ‘more’ could be discovered in 
shared thinking. 


“Quite clearly. nesther the ANC nor the IFP can com- 
mand peace into existence overnight. 


“While. however, we cannot expect overnight cures for 
South Africa's violence, we have a right to always 
demand more progress than has been made whenever 
there are new outbreaks of violence. 


“I have not had the opportunity o' <«tting down with you 
and talking about the Pictermarit._ arg bus ambush. 


“We really do need to put our heads together and have a 
one-to-one discussion on situations where people. who 
were actually returning from a peace rally where the 29th 
January mecting was explained to the people. were 
ambushed in their bus on their way home. 


“I have also felt the need to discuss with you, Dr 
Mandela, the hideous outbreaks of violence in the Trans- 
vaal. The first violent outbreak in Alexandra was | am 
sure associated with the fact that the IFP had actually, 
some time prior to the violence, sought permission to 
hold a meeting to inaugurate an IFP branch in Alexan- 
dra. 


“There was plenty of time for both sides to take whatever 
action needed to be taken to avoid violence. 


“I again felt the need to talk with you when violence 
broke out in Daveyton. 


“Again. fair notice was given of the IFP’s intention to 
hold a meeting and again there was plenty of time for 
both sides to take action to avoid violence. 
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“Yet again violence broke out. 


“The fact that it was, by all reports. violence between the 
South African Police and the ANC does not make the 
violence less violent. and does not make the violence less 
tragic and does not make the violence less of an indict- 
ment against South Africa's black political leadership. 


“| really am worrned about whether o; not the violence 
that has erupted in places like Alexandra. Daveyton. 
Soweto, Port Shepstone and Ndwedwe are forerunners 
of more violence to come in the upward spiralling of 
violence in our country. 


“We are both of us responsible leaders with defined 
constituencies in which we should command disciplined 
action. Both of us, however, face a South African situa- 
tron in which the violence in the air needs some kind of 
catharsis, some kind of bringing down to earth and some 
kind of dispelling other than through blood running on 
our street corners, and even in the very homes of 
mourners. 


“We are. both of us. in need of showing that when we act 
together things do happen. We perhaps need to expand 
the horizons of our analysis and our motivation for 
action beyond the primary focus of ensuring that vio- 
lence does not take place between the ANC and the IFP. 


“There is a South Africa out there which 1s breeding 
violence. It must be stamped out. 


“The ANC, the National Party and Inkatha Freedom 
Party are the major political factors of success in the 
establishment of a new democratic South Africa. 


“As three leaders. the state president. yourself and 
myself should meet now to establish common purpose 
and to establish channels of communication (...) [ellipsis 
as received] that will be needed when there 1s need to 
take urgent action. 


“Responsible political leadership musi always act on 
principle and wherever possible principle should be 
made practical by inclusion of principle in programmes 
of action and in timetables and itineraries even, so that 
commitment to principle becomes more than talk and 1s 
translated into action. 


“In the very fluid situation which we face. this ideal. 
however, cannot always be relied on. The unexpected 


happens. 


“Hideous violence breaks out. There are responses to it 
and in the flux and change of situations around the 
violence and the responses to 11, there are balls that are 
bounding. and part of our test of leadership responsi- 
bility will be the test of whether we can play those balls 
and bounce them correctly. 


“It 1s this on-the-balls-of-your-feet leadership that more 
than anything else demands that yourself. the state 
president, and myself act in unison on issues where the 
good of South Africa is at stake. 
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“Our leadership severally and jointly should not be 
subject to the push and pull of those with devious 
intentions and some inner drive and felt need to emerge 
as the master hand that pulls the strings of the tno 
Mandela-de Klerk-Buthelez: puppets. 


“We should be our own men in our own leadership and 
we Should be our own men in combined leadership. and 
I believe that there are many issues that warrant urgent 
discussion between you and | if we are going to gct a 
united leadership together which puts South Africa 
first.” 


Talks *Major Step Forward’ 


1483003175091 Johanneshure SAP A in Enelish 
1651 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[By Mervin Orchard] 


[Text] Durban Mar 30 ©APA—The African National 
Congress (ANC) and In\atha Freedom Party (IFP) took 
a major forw" i, their combined anti-vicicnce 
Strategy wh N Mendela and Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi m7 . Duroan on Saturday. 


An agreemen: d at the meeting entails the mont- 
toring of one organisation by the other +n respect of all 
actions taken to promote and expand their jomnt peace 
accord accepted on January 29. 


Al a press conference immediately after the 5-! 2 hour 
session in which Mr Buthelezi and Mr Mandela met for 
the first time in a One-on-one basis since the ANC deputy 
president's release from Robben Island. 1 was agreed 
that these dossiers should be prepared and exchanged on 
a basis of urgency. 


A five-point plan stated that the following would be 
monitored: 


—Dates. venues, subject matter. speakers and audiences 
of all peace meetings held: 


—The distribution of peace accord pamphicts. 


—Onther peace commitiee activities within IFP and ANG 
structures and the dissemination of information in 
these regards to the media. 


—Joint undertakings and progress so far: 
—And the work of local peace units. 


Both Mr Mandela and Mr Buthlez: told journalists that 
“certain points of agreement were reached” and that 
these issues which were discussed and cxamined 
included “that the continuing violence 1s seen as an 
inditement on black leadership in the country —a point 
which they did not embellish further. 


They agreed that the nature of the violence was not a 
simple ANC/IFP conflict, nor could it be catagorised as 
straight Xhosa/Zulu friction. Mr Mandela said a possible 
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“third force” was looked into and he made a personal 
call on government “to take effective measures to stop 
the carnage”. 


It was agreed that the conversion of hostels into family 
units should be urgently investigated and both leaders 
expressed alarm at the increasing number of weapons 
possessed by black South Africans, “be they sophisti- 
cated modern weaponry or cultural weapons”. 


Replying to a question, Mr Buthelezi agreed that it might 
be “reasonable” for the two organisations to meet State 
President F.W. de Klerk to put their views on violence to 
the government. 


There was agreement between Mr Buthelezi and Mr 
Mandela on the serious violence which has recently 
taken place in Alexandra, Daveyton, Richmond and Port 
Shepstone. This question had been discussed in depth 
and the two leaders expressed condolences to families 
that had suffered losses of life. 


The press conference ended with the two men calling on 
all South Africans to “pray and actively work for peace”. 


Buthulezi Urges ‘Troika’ 
MB3003185891 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Text] Inkatha leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi is calling 
for a national leadership troika to end the fighting in 
black townships. He made the proposal during today’s 
peace talks with ANC [African National Congress] 
leader Nelson Mandela. Chief Buthelezi wants to join 
forces with both Mr. Mandela and State President F.W. 
De Klerk to find solutions to the ongoing violence in the 
country. Today’s meeting in a Durban hotel was the 
second between Mr. Mandela and Chief Buthelezi this 
year. It was delayed by three hours as a result of an 
anonymous bomb threat to Mr. Mandela’s plane while it 
was still at Jan Smuts Airport in Johannesburg. 


Addressing the media after their five and a half-hour 
long meeting, the two leaders expressed alarm at the 
increasing number of weapons used by black South 
Africans. They discussed the issue of violence in Alex- 
andra, Daveyton, Richmond, and Port Shepstone and 
expressed their condolences to the families involved. 


Although the two leaders agreed on most issues discussed 
there were two on which they disagreed. These were the 
desirability of defense units and the involvement in the 
violence of a so-called third force. 


{Begin recording] [Buthelezi] Well, | am very troubled 
about that although we didn’t examine it. | am troubled 
about the establishment of defense committees because. 
clearly, defense committees are going to arm themselves, 
to defend themselves, so that in the commitment that we 
have made in January and today it appears to me that it 
may well be counter to the whole spirit and letter of the 
accords. 
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[Mandela] Well, our position is not identical on the 
question firstly of the existence of a third force in this 
country. We as the ANC say specifically that a third 
force is Operating in this country and that most of the 
criminal activities, which has led to the slaughter, indis- 
criminate slaughter, of innocent and defenseless people, 
are due mainly to the activities of this group, and in that 
Situation where the government fails to live up to its 
responsibilities of maintaining law and order and of 
apprehending these criminals we have no alternative but 
to consider the question of these defense units. [end 
recording} 


Mandela Cancels Inter-Africa Visits 


\1B3003074091 Johannesburg SAP-| in English 
0606 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[By David Greybe] 


[Text] Johannesburg March 30 SAPA—ANC [African 
National Congress] Deputy President Nelson Mandela 
on Saturday morning announced the cancellation of his 
scheduled two-week trip next Wednesday to North and 
West Africa because of the continuing violence wracking 
South Africa. 


He made the announcement at Johannesburg's Jan 
Smuts Airport. minutes before he was due to fly to 
Durban, for an urgent “man to man” with Inkatha 
Freedom Party head Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 


Mr Mandela also announced the ANC had called an 
urgent full meeting of the ANC National Executive 
Committee [NEC] for next Thursday. 


The NEC meeting would deal specifically with the vio- 
lence, and in a departure from previous executive mect- 
ings on the issue, would discuss a plan of “pro-action”™ to 
deal with the continuing violence. 


The ANC announced on Friday night Mr Mandela 
would be meeting with Mr Buthelezi on Saturday 
(today), a meeting which the ANC leader told a press 
conference at the airport he had called personally. 


“As a result of the prevailing crisis in the country I have 
decided to postpone my visit to North and West Africa,” 
Mr Mandela began his press conference 


“Violence is increasing and a large number of our people 
throughout the country are being slaughtered. 


“We are considering...pro-active initiatives on this issue, 
and their execution requires that I should remain in the 
country.” Mr Mandela said. 


“The seriousness of the situation has compelled me to 
call an enlarged meeting of the National Executive 
Committee of the African National Congress to deal 
with this situation,” he added. 


“Over the last 12 months, we have called several extraor- 
dinary meetings of the National Executive which have 
addressed this situation. 
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“The forthcoming meeting will take decisions which are 
totally different in almost every respect from all previous 
ones.” 


On contact between Mr Mandela and Mr Buthelezi, the 
ANC leader said: “Since the meeting between the 
African National Congress and the Inkatha Freedom 
Party last January, | have been in constant touch with 
Prince Buthelezi, addressing various aspects of the vio- 
lence that is raging throughout the country.” 


However, because of the recent wave of violence, espe- 
cially in the Daveyton, Alexandra and Soweto town- 
ships, he had taken the initiative and suggested they 
urgently meet. 


“We have been in touch for some time now, strategising 
on the situation. But we can no longer do so at a distance. 


“We need very substantial and face-to-face discussions, 
and that is why I suggested to him that we should meet 
today (Saturday). 


“This is a man-to-man meeting in which just the two of 


us will be exchanging views on a wide variety of prob- 
lems raised by the recent wave of violence.” 


Asked for details about the pro-active initiatives, Mr 
Mandela said: “It will be premature now to go into 
details on the question. 


“At the end of the (7NEC) meeting on Thursday, we will 
issue a detailed statement.” 


Did it have anything to do with the negotiation process? 


“We will issue a full statement on the matter.” the ANC 
leader answered. 


He added that the issue of a so-called “third force” 
would also be one of the issues discussed at the NEC 
meeting. 


Mr Mandela denied his first meeting with Mr Buthelezi 
in January failed to end the violence. 


“IT think it is a mistake to say that the first one didn’t 
succeed in reducing the level of violence. We never 
expected that one simple meeting will lead to an end of 
violence. 


“After all, this violence has been raging since September 
1984, and until all the mechanisms, which we decided 
upon, are in full operation, it must be expected that there 
will be a measure of violence. 


“The important thing is that we are addressing the 
matter,” he stressed. 


Mr Mandela denied he was going to “confront” the IFP 
leader. 


“We are involved in peace-making, and we don’t meet in 
the spirit of conducting any fight or controversy.” 
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He added that another issue to be discussed would be a 
tour of violence areas, as was dec. ued at their January 
mecting. 


P. Botha—No Decision on De Klerk Japan Visit 


M1B3103 143091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1332 GMT 31 Mar 91 


[Text] Pretoria March 31 SAPA—In response to media 
inquiries Concerning a news agency report from Japan 
Saturday, the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, 
said in Pretoria Sunday that no decision on the possi- 
bility of a visit to Japan by the state president, Mr F.W. 
de Klerk, had been made by either government nor had 
any date for such a visit been agreed upon. 


In reaction to further inquiries in this regard the minister 
said he had no further comment to make. 


Government To Lift Ban on Outdoor Gatherings 


MB3103055391 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English OSOO GMT 31 Mar 91 


{Text} The ban on certain outdoor gatherings, including 
political meetings, will be lifted today. However, the 
minister of justice and of correctional services, Mr. 
Kobie Coetsee, has warned that this does not mean that 
gatherings. particularly marches, may now be held at 
will. People wishing to hold gatherings in public places or 
premises must still obtain the necessary permission from 
the local authority concerned. Mr. Coetsee said permis- 
sion for marches in streets had to be obtained from the 
relevant local authority and magistrate. 


Minister on Requirements 


MB2903182491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1810 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March 29 SAPA—The fact that the 
existing prohibition on certain outdoor gatherings, 
including political meetings, is not to be renewed, did 
not mean that gatherings or processions may now be held 
at will, justice and correctional services minister, Mr 
Kobie Coetzee, said in a statement on Friday. 


The prohibition in question expires on March 31 this 
year. 


‘Persons wishing to hold gatherings in public places or 
on public premises must still obtain the necessary per- 
mission in terms of the relevant by-laws from the local 
authority concerned.” 


Permission for processions in public streets or places 
must also still be obtained from both the affected local 
authority and the district magistrate, Mr Coetzee 
stressed. 
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He said such measures remained necessary to protect the 
rights of “other individuals and the interests of, for 
instance, traders’, and to ensure that traffic arrange- 
ments were observed. 


He also appealed to organisers to ensure that gatherings 
Or processions did not result in “public disturbances or 
riots, damage to property, obstruction to traffic or inter- 
ference with the amenities and conveniences of the 
public generally”. 


Mr Coetzee said his decision not to issue a further 
prohibition of certain outdoor gatherings was made 
possible by the fact that organisers mostly cooperated 
with authorities. 


“If this cooperation continues it will be possible to 
manage gatherings and processions effectively in terms 
of the measures that remain,” he added. 


De Klerk Invites Parties to ‘United Front’ 


MB3103120591 Johanneshurg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 31 Mar 91 pp 1, 2 


[Article by Norman West and Mike Robertson: “FW in 
Bold Bid for United Front”} 


[Text] President FW de Klerk has sent a personal invi- 
tation to the leaders of all parties in Parliament to join 
him in a united front on negotiations. 


The move is seen as an attempt to counter-balance plans 
by major extra-parliamentary groupings to mobilise sup- 
port for constituent assembly elections. It is also a bid to 
keep up the momentum for negotiations. 


Mr De Klerk has invited the parliamentary leaders to 
Tuynhuys immediately after the Easter recess on April 8 
to discuss the establishment of a “parliamentary forum”. 


In the invitations, he says he has been approached to 
establish the forum and the meeting would discuss what 
form it should take. 


In interviews this week, senior government members 
said they were anxious that a multiparty conference be 
convened as soon as possible. 


They predicted the government would meet the April 30 
deadline set in the Pretoria Minute for the release of 
exiles and the return of political prisoners. [sentence as 
published] 


However, they added that they did not believe the ANC 
[African National Congress] would be ready to attend a 
multi-party conference until after its own conference in 
June. 


In the meantime, they said, the government would 
undertake “a number of initiatives” to inject new 
momentum into the negotiating process. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA il 


They said the proposed parliamentary forum would 
achieve this by drawing minority parties in Parliament 
into structured discussions on how negotiations should 
proceed for the first time. 


At a recent Tuynhuys meeting, the majority parties in 
Parliament and homeland leaders agreed to set up 
workifig groups to discuss convening a multi-party con- 
ference. 


Senior government members believe a meeting between 
the major players—the NP [National Party], the ANC. 
Inkatha, the CP [Conservative Party] and the PAC 
[Pan-Africanist Congress]|—would also be necessary to 
agree on who should attend. 


The CP and PAC have to date rejected the idea of 
participating in a multi-party conference, but govern- 
ment members are still confident that the first three 
command the support of the overwhelming majority of 
South Africans. 


A senior member of the ANC’s negotiating team said he 
Saw no reason why the organisation should oppose the 
establishment of a parliamentary forum as long as con- 
sultation with extra-parliamentary parties continued. 


He said this was in keeping with the ANC’s belief that 
there should be widespread consultation between all 
parties on a bilateral basis before the convening of the 
multi-party conference. 


The ANC, he said, was engaged in a series of meetings 
with both parliamentary and extra-parliamentary par- 
ties, as well as homeland leaders. 


He agreed with government members that the ANC 
would prefer the all-party conference (its chosen term for 
the multi-party conference) to be convened after its June 
conference. Prior to that it was necessary that “everyone 
consult with everybody”. 


As part of this process, the entire ANC executive would 
meet the PAC executive in Harare in mid-April to 
exchange views about the all-party conference, he said. 


In stark contrast to their public rejection of the call for an 
interim government, senior government members are 
now, in private, accepting the need for “transitional 
arrangements or a government of national unity”. They 
stress, however, that such arrangements will have to be 
agreed on by the multi-party conference. 


ANC Says Government Reneging on Prisoner Deal 


MB3103151291 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 31 Mar 91 p 13 


[Article by Ivor Powell: “Govt Going Back on Prisoners 
Deal, Says ANC] 
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[Text] As far as political prisoners are concerned the 
Pretoria Minute could drag into long hours. 


And, with resistance to the Government's handling of 
the issue of releasing political prisoners mounting 
steadily, they could turn into exceedingly unquiet hours 
at that. 


This week in a press statement accusing the Government 
of dragging its heels on the “phased” release of political 
prisoners agreed upon in the Pretoria Minute. the ANC’s 
{ African National Congress] Department of Information 
and Publicity called into question “the good faith and 
serious intent” of the Government. It also insisted it 
expected the April 30 deadline to be met. 


The ANC statement rejected claims by Government 
sources that April 30 was intended merely as a “target 
date” and claimed instead that “the Pretoria Minute 
clearly stipulates that January 31 1991 was the date by 
which the process should be completed and April 30 
1991 was designated a final date”. 


The ANC has threatened, on various occasions, that it 
could withdraw from the negotiations process if the 
Government fails to meet the April 30 deadline. 


Apart from some 300 political prisoners released last 
year on parole, the State has released fewer than 50 
political prisoners in the non-automatic release catego- 
ries agreed to by a joint ANC/Government working 
group. 


The total number of applications received by the State's 
Office for Indemnity is somewhere in excess of 800 
according to figures supplied by support group. the 
Political Prisoners’ Release Programme [PPRP]. 


Exemplifying what it regards as a lack of good faith on 
the part of the Government with regard to political 
prisoner releases, the ANC went on to draw attention to 
the plight of 61 political prisoners held at Barberton 
Prison. 


These prisoners, it claimed, are being treated as common 
criminals despite the fact that the prison terms they are 
serving are for “offences that have already been declared 
non-offences”. 


These cover such offences as membership of a banned 
Organisation, recruiting for a banned organisation and 
membership of Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the 
Nation. MK; ANC military wing]. 


Another dispute is growing over the position of MK 
commander Robert McBride, convicted on charges of 
terrorism and murder arising from the 1988 Magoos Bar 
bombing in Durban. 


The State and the media have repeatedly described 
McBride's case as being borderline, but the PPRP this 
week issued a press statement in which it argued that the 
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State’s treatment of McBride has, throughout his deten- 
tion under Section 29 of the Internal Security Act and 
imprisonment, been as a political prisoner. 


The State had submitted, when bringing treason charges, 
that McBride had been attempting to overthrow the 
State and accepted he had been acting as an MK opera- 
live. 


Hence. the statement contended, the State would be 
moving the goalposts in treating his case as a borderline 
one. 


With only a month to go before the deadline expires, the 
joint ANC/Government working committee which, in 
terms of the Pretoria Minute, would be entrusted with 
adjudicating on the so-called “hard cases” in the planned 
political prisoner release programme, has yet to meet. 


With a set of complicated procedures entailed. and the 
likelihood that substantial evidence will have to be 
presented round each of these special cases. observers 
estimate that this phase of the release programme alone 
could take months. 


This week the Government announced that it had iden- 
tified 42 hard cases—cases where the “political” content 
of the crime was either not clear-cut or was outweighed 
by other factors—which would have to be dealt with by 
the committee constituted for that purpose. 


The list is not an exhaustive one and a representative of 
Lawyers for Human Rights said the total number of hard 
cases could rise as high as 100. 


But, even at this point, the ANC has cried foul at not 
being consulted in the drawing up of this list, though it is 
supposed to be an equal partner in the release pro- 
gramme. 


The State at the same time announced its proposed 
representatives on this joint committee of wise men— 
three supreme court judges. Messrs Justice Leon, M T 
Steyn and Solomon. 


However, the ANC had not been consulted regarding the 
appointments and to many ANC functionaries their 
acceptability 1s in question. 


lt is expected that the ANC will lodge a protest against 
the appointments. 


“These are the very people who put our comrades in 
prison or sent them to the gallows.” one ANC official 
said. “What credentials do they have for the work of 
freeing them?” 


Though known asa liberal, Mr Justice Leon was the man 
who gave ANC soldier Andrew Zondo the death sen- 
tence in notorious circumstances. 


Mr Justice Steyn headed two commissions of inquiry 
which severely curtailed freedoms in this country—one 
into security and the other into media. 
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Both of these supported the theory of a total onslaught 
against South Africa and contributed towards creating 
the five-year state of emergency in South Africa. 


Recently, however, Mr Justice Steyn, as an Appc.. Court 
judge, in an important human rights precedent, ruled 
that the 20-year terrorism sentence of Ebrahim Ismail 
Ebrahim on treason charges be set aside in view of the 
fact that Ebrahim had been kidnapped from his Swazi- 
land home. 


Mr Justice Solomon, the third member of the team. 
among other judgments, was responsible for sentencing 
activist Menzi Tafene to death on the doctrine of 
common purpose for an Eastern Cape necklace murder. 


After 18 months on Death Row. Mr Tefene was released 
after the appeal court overturned the verdict. 


ANC sources also objected to what one termed the 
“veneer of legal process’ which the appointment of 
judges gave to what was a political and not a legal 
development. 


But if Government appointments have been made 
without reference to the ANC, so have ANC appointe- 
ments. At least some of the names put forward by the 
ANC to sit on the committee of “wise men™ were not 
even consulted by the ANC’s legal committee. 


The ANC has put forward the names of distinguished 
advocate and Legal Resources director Arthur Chaskal- 
son; Natal-based lawyer and activist Louis Skweyiya and 
veteran human rights activist Max Coleman as its dele- 
gation to the committee. 


It is believed that at least some of these would refuse to 
serve on such a board if requested. 


Their refusal would be based on the grounds that to do so 
would give legitimacy to a process which they find 
contrary to the spirit of reconciliation. 


The SUNDAY STAR is not at present at liberty to reveal 
further details in this regard. 


ANC Urged To Quit Talks With Government 


MB3103145291 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 31 Mar 91 p99 


[Just Jon” column by Jon Qwelane: “ANC Niust Pull 
Out of the Talks”] 


[Text] The African National Congress [ANC] must with- 
draw—and withdraw now—from the negotiations in 
which it has been involved with the Government over 
the past year. 


This 1s not an easy request to make: it is also not one 
dictated by mischief or malice. 


| am aware that this call to the ANC to stop negotiations 
with the Government will play handsomely into the 
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hands of the very elements whose aims all along, espe- 
cially in the past fortnight, have been exactly the abor- 
tion of the constitutional negotiations. 


People will ask, as indeed I have asked myself all week: 
if the negotiations collapse. what will replace them? A 
return to the season of violence? 


But we are living in extremely violent times; the irony of 
the situation is that the worst violence in all our history 
comes al a time when we are supposed to be living in the 
most peaceful and most reformist era in all our history. 


There is a line of thought—totally reasonable at another 
time—that only a government formed at the conclusion 
of the negotiations process will be in a position to stamp 
out the violence and assure the security of everyone. For 
that reason, it 1s argued. the talks must continue no 
matter what. 


Also, pulling out of the negotiations might cast the ANC 
in bad light with international governments and single 
the Government out as the only reliable partner in the 
process. 


My own position is that the Government has proved 
itself totally incapable of stamping out the violence 
which, by the way, is mo? an ethnic struggle between 
Xhosa and Zulu, or one necessarily between Inkatha and 
the ANC. 


Wednesday morning’s massacre in Alexandra shows 
clearly that Inkatha and ANC members were not 
involved. Indeed, the smear and intimidatory pamphlets 
distributed anonymously in the township could not have 
been from Inkatha as they purported: rather, they were 
the work of sinister forces deeply entrenched in the 
apartheid machinery and determined to resist all change 
by all means. 


The sinister forces behind much of the violence 
destroying our society today are the products of born 
into a community embracing racism as an article of 
faith. | have only one reason for asking the ANC to 
withdraw immediately from the negotiations—to force 
the Government to live up to its obligations of ensuring 
the safety of everyone. 


Such a move, while stamping out violence and bringing 
its perpetrators to book, will also create a peaceful 
climate in which negotiations can be meangingfully held. 


The Government has the means to crush the violence 
and those masterminding it, but it does not appear to 
have the will. That is why it must now be forced not only 
to save more lives from slaughter, but also to salvage the 
peace process. 


Too many innocents have perished now and, unless 
something very drastic is done to jolt the Government 
out of its complacency, many more will still die. 
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The police—for a change let's have some modesty from 
them and not the usual arrogant bombast—have a lot to 
explain. 


They were alerted at least twice in Alexandra this week— 
just as they were alerted several weeks ago in the Vaal 
township of Sebokeng—that something deadly was 
brewing. 


As in Sebokeng, their failure to heed warnings of immi- 
nent violence had catastrophic consequences. Why did 
they ignore the warnings? Manpower shortages. and the 
other usual lame excuses? 


The ANC must pull out of the negotiations right away 
and stay out, and let us all see if the Government is really 
serious about a peacefully negotiated settlement. 


Deaths Reported in Weekend Incidents 


Five Killed as KwaZulu Chief Ambushed 


MB2903205291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2048 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March 29 SAPA—Nine Inkatha 
Freedom Party [IFP] supporters were killed by unknown 
assailants in kwaZulu on Friday, police confirmed. 


Police spokesman Lt Nina Barkhuizen said a man has 
been arrested in connection with the attack and is being 
held for questioning by the Richmond police. 


She said five IFP supporters were killed during an 
alleged ambush on a kwaZulu chief and about 100 of his 
followers between Ndaleni and Magoda near Richmond 
at about lunchtime on Friday. 


Police later found four more bodies of alleged Inkatha 
supporters in the vicinity, but 1s was not certain whether 
they had been been killed in the same attack, she said. 


AK-47, 9mm and shotgun cartridges. as well as the 
remains of a Fl-handgrenade were found on the scene. 
she added. 


A delivery van belonging to the chief was turned over 
and set alight during the attack. A shotgun belonging to 
a bodyguard of the chief was also stolen, but was later 
recovered by police, Lt Barkhuizen confirmed. 


30 Mar Unrest 


A1B3003 14049] Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0629 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Text] Pretoria March 30 SAPA—Police found the 
bodies of two black men with stab and hack wounds at 
Ndaleni, in Richmond, Natal. police said in their unrest 
report for the past 24 hours. 
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A member of the South African Police was injured when 
a group of blacks fired a number of rounds at the police 
at Khayelitsha, in Cape Town. 


Police said a group of blacks threw stones al a private 
vehicle. When police arrived on the scene, a number of 
rounds were fired at them, injuring one member of the 
police in the head and shoulder. 


In the same area, two private vehicles were set alight, 
causing extensive damage. 


At Nyanga. in Cape Town. two private dwellings were set 
alight, causing damage. 


Natal Death Toll at 25 


V1B3103113491 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 31 Mar 91 


[Text] Sixteen people are being held by the police in 
connection with the massacre of Inkatha supporters near 
Richmond in Natal. Six more people have been mur- 
dered in the area. bringing the death toll to 25 since the 
start of the violence last Wednesday. 


31 Mar Unrest Report 


MB3103071491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0615 GMT 31 Mar 91 


[Text] Pretoria March 31 SAPA—Police found the body 
of a black man with stab wounds at Murchison, Port 
Shepstone, police said in their unrest report for the past 
24 hours. 


Also in the same area, a group attacked a kraal with 
firearms and other weapons. One man was stabbed and 
killed and another abducted. 


At Khayelitsha, Cape Town, a private vehicle was exten- 
sively damaged when a group of persons threw it with 
stones [as received] and set it alight. 


At Soweto, a private dwelling was extensively damaged 
in a petrol-bomb attack. 


1 Apr 
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[Text] Pretoria April | SAPA—Three bodies have been 
found by police in Alexandra, north of Johannesburg. 
according to the latest unrest report from police public 
relations in Pretoria. 


Two of the Alexandra dead were shot, the other was 
killed with a stone. 


At Zuba location, near Umkomaas, police said they 
found two bodies, one with stab and bullet wounds, the 
other with stab wounds. 


At Mabeleni, near Greytown, police said one man was 
killed and another injured when unknown gunmen fired 
shots at a group. 


FBIS-AFR-91-062 
1 April 1991 


Angola 


Dos Santos Addresses Peace, Reform Prospects 


MB3003152091 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1920 GMT 28 Mar 91 


{News conference by President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
to foreign journalists at 4 February Airport in Luanda on 
28 March—recorded: presented by an unidentified 
announcer] 


[Text] [Announcer] The first question was: Will Portu- 
guese President Mario Soares be a good messenger for 
conveying the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liber- 
ation of Angola]-Labor Party's request to become a 
member of the Socialist International? 


[Dos Santos] Yes. We have been speaking to a number of 
parties that are members of the Socialist International. 
including the Portuguese Socialist Party. 


[Announcer] Another reporter asked why President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos would not be visiting Portugal 
during his next trip abroad, and what are the aims of his 
visits to the Ivory Coast and Gabon. 


[Dos Santos] As you know, a new round of peace talks 
will be held in Portugal at the same time that a team of 
the People’s Republic of Angola [RPA], led by its presi- 
dent, is scheduled to be conducting a tour of various 
African and European countries. The presence of a 
presidential delegation in Portugal at that time could be 
misinterpreted, particularly (?if that delegation went to) 
Lisbon where, I think, the Angolan Government and 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] are to hold their talks in the presence of the 
usual observers. We do not, however. exclude the possi- 
bility of a stopover in some Portuguese locality at that 
time. What is excluded is a state visit to the Portuguese 
capital. The main aim of that tour will be to brief the 
various governments and authorities on political and 
economic reform under way in the RPA. We want to 
convey the feelings of the Angolan people and of the 
Angolan state authorities concerning prospects for the 
establishment of a democratic and legal state in Angola. 


[Announcer] Are you very optimistic about the 
announcement of a possible cease-fire agreement at the 
upcoming round of talks? 


[Dos Santos] My [as heard] participation at this round of 
talks is expected. An Angolan Government team led by 
another political official is also scheduled to participate 
in those talks. Yes, we want that round of talks to 
produce concrete and substantive results that will lead to 
the signing of an effective cease-fire agreement. I do not 
believe that the cease-fire can be wmmediately [word 
indistinct] because there wil! certamly be the need for 
communication relays so that the documents can be 
approved by the Angolan Government and by UNITA 
leaders. It is our wish, however. that the cease-fire be 
achieved before the end of April as planned. 
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[Announcer] How do you assess the talks with the 
Socialist International? How do you assess relations 
between Angola and the Kingdom of Spain? 


[Dos Santos] I think that the process for membership in 
the Socialist International is in order. There ts a whole 
set of procedures that have to be observed. As I said at 
the beginning, we are only speaking to a limited number 
of countries, currently led by parties that are members of 
the Socialist International. so that they will support 
Angola's candidacy for membership in that international 
organization. We have already mentioned Portugal and 
the Portuguese Socialist Party. We could also mention 
the French and Spanish Socialist Parties in those coun- 
tries. 


As I said some time ago, the aims of my visit to Spain are 
to inform that government of the Angolan reform pro- 
cess, to assess our excellent bilateral cooperation, and to 
study ways of expanding it. We believe Spain has as yet 
untapped capacities and potential which could be chan- 
neled for various reconstruction and development 
projects during this historic stage in the life of our 
country. This must of course be done from the viewpoint 
of reciprocal advantages. 


{Unidentified Reporter] Do you think that the fact that 
many of the reforms under way in Angola have already 
been approved will help introduce qualitative change to 
the upcoming round of peace talks? 


[Dos Santos] I think so because the People’s Assembly's 
important and historic decisions create a new political 
framework that will allow the participation of all polit- 
ical forces that fulfill the requirements set by the Law on 
Political Parties. Thus, there will be no be justification 
for UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola] to continue its armed operations and the war. 
There will also be no reason for UNITA to retain its 
private army. If there is sensibility and good faith. 
UNITA can take part [words indistinct]. | think that 
these new decisions will help Angola achieve peace. 
stability, and national reconciliation. 


Obviously, not every decision has been made yet. Some 
decisions will have to be made at a later stage. Nonethe- 
less, we have created the right conditions for those 
political forces to intervene. They will not intervene in 
the present government, because the one-party state will 
be in force until the upcoming multiparty elections are 
held. Above all, those forces can participate in the 
preparation of an institutional framework that will effec- 
tively guarantee the implementation and existence of 
that multiparty democracy. 


Dos Santos Closes Assembly Session 30 Mar 


\MB3003195091 Luanda Domestic Service 
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[Speech by President Jose Eduardo dos Santos at the 
close of the Ninth Session of the People’s Assembly in 
Luanda on 30 March—recorded] 
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[Text] We have reached the end of our work. This was 
the longest People’s Assembly session we have ever had 
in our second legislature. | believe. however, that the 
results we have achieved fully justify the many days of 
intensive work in this room. 


Comrades, deputies: You have participated very actively 
and have demonstrated that you have a deep knowledge 
of our country’s political, economic. social, and cultural 
realities. For that reason, you have been able to con- 
tribute decisively to enriching all documents submitted 
to this assembly for approval. This work marks a turning 
point in the lives of our people. particularly with regard 
to the Angolan state’s political organization. Laws have 
been approved that are fundamental for the organization 
of the life of the state in every sphere. 


A number of concerns were expressed regarding eco- 
nomic, financial and military issues, as well as the work 
done by the media. | believe. however, that if the 
decisions we have made are fully implemented, they will 
help reduce some deficiencies and difficulties in the 
running of the competent organs governing the economy 
in general, and finance in particular. the national media. 
and so on. 


The military situation is difficult. Nevertheless, | believe 
that the measures that have been taken, and which we 
approved today, will satisfactorily respond to those 
problems, so that we can continue the peace talks from a 
position of strength and defend the interests of the 
Angolan people and of the People’s Republic of Angola 
[RPA] 1n the best possible manner, as we hav « Jone up to 
now. 


| hereby ask you, comrades and deputies. to carefully 
explain to our voters the important and historic deci- 
sions made at this assembly session, because they repre- 
sent a profound change to the RPA’s political and 
economic system. Kindly clarify all doubts so that there 
can be full understanding favoring cohesion and national 
unity in a spirit of tolerance that will also allow us to 
speed up the RPA’s peace process. One of the main aims 
of this exercise 1s to achieve peace, a complex process 
that includes a number of factors, some of which are 
beyond our capabilities because they are external factors. 
Nevertheless, internal factors can only become 
weightier. We, deputies and the Angolan people at large. 
must show that we will be able to avoid...[pauses. 
changes thought] set the pace so that this whole peace 
process will move forward to fully satisfy the Angolan 
people’s aspirations. 


We must not create false expectations. Peace could 
arrive next month or in two months, but it may not 
arrive so soon. We must not make predictions. The most 
important thing for us to do is to continue strengthening 
the state institutions so that we can defend our hard-won 
gains over more than 15 years. Those gains are already 
the sequel to a national liberation struggle that lasted 
more than 14 years. 
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I think that you. comrades and deputies, will be able to 
fulfill your duties and continue (?working to satisfy) the 
wishes of our society as a whole if you show determina- 
tion and an awareness of the need to preserve those 
gains. In that way. we will be able to hold aloft the RPA’s 
flag so that our newly adopted political and economic 
pluralism will be a source of progress and not of regres- 
sion. 


Let us continue scoring points and improving the already 
difficult conditions experienced by the Angolan people. 


I would like to wish good health and safe return journeys 
to those comrades who will be leaving Luanda for other 
provinces. Let them take to every corner of Angolan 
territory Our message for peace. hard work. and for the 
defense of our gains. Let them convey and inspire trust 
among our electorate and all citizens. Let them resist and 
fight on until we achieve all the objectives for which we 
fight. 


The struggle continues. 
Victory 1s certain. 


I hereby declare this session closed. 


UNITA Praises Dos Santos’ Remarks on Change 


A1B3003195791 (Clandestine) KUP in English 
to Southern and Central Africa 1951 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Text] Jamba, Friday. March 29—According to yester- 
day's 21:30 hrs (Angolan time) BBC news bulletin. the 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] president, Jose Eduardo dos Santos, has for the 
first time admitted that [words indistinct] in the country 
saying that the most important thing 1s that the Angolan 
people attain peace and stability. 


Most political observers in Jamba regard Dos Santos’ 
statement as important for a peaceful and orderly tran- 
sition of power, since it is inevitable that UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola]. 
led by Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, will win the elec- 
tions. 


They add that it would be good if, in the interest of the 
whole [words indistinct] as quickly as possible, with 
transparency and responsibility since the Angolan 
people will not allow any obstruciion to the taking over 
of power by UNITA for the salvation of the country, 
genuine national reconciliation and social-economic 
progress. 


In the same statement broadcast by the BBC. Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos, the president of the MPLA and the 
People’s Republic of Angola, agrees to meet the UNITA 
leader, Dr. Jonas Savimbi. 


The same political observers see this as a step toward 
peace, since in order for the cease-fire to carry weight, 
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and be applied throughout the country without decep- 
lions, traps Or maneuvers, it is necessary that it be signed 
by the presidents of UNITA and the People’s Republic 
of Angola. 


They point out that such a meeting should not be within 
the same context as Gbadolite which was neither fra- 
ternal nor open. 


This time, they add, national and international newsmen 
should be present to witness the event. Peace is urgent 
and designed by all Angolars, the political observers 
State. 


Huambo Residents, Troops Protest Against Regime 


MB3103114191 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern 
and Central Africa 1030 GMT 31 Mar 91 


[Text] Huambo city residents, tired of MPLA-PT’s [Pop- 
ular Movement for the Liberation of Angola-Labor 
Party] mismanagement, have taken to the streets. In a 
peaceful demonstration, they demanded an immediate 
end to the decadent MPLA-PT regime. 


Reports from Huambo reveal that the city was recently 
the setting for a huge demonstration, which was joined 
by FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola] units. The demonstrators called for the imme- 
diate end of the corrupt and incompetent Eduardo dos 
Santos government. They said that it is a priority matter 
for Angolans to go to the ballot boxes and vote for 
Comrade President Dr. Savimbi. 


MPLA Accused of Diverting Food in Cuanza Sul 


MB3003202491 (Clandestine) KUP in English 
to Southern and Central Africa 1925 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Text] Jamba, Sat. March 30—A consignment of emer- 
gency food supplies destined for famine victims in the 
Angolan province of Cuanza Sul has been deviated by 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] military officers in the area. 


Reports say that the consignment of food aid donated by 
international relief organisations was destined for the 
population in the Quirimbu, Quilemba and Calulu areas 
where widespread hunger due to drought has been 
reported. 


According to the reports, the consignment, which was 
being stored in a warehouse, was forcibly taken by 
MPLA military officers stationed at Porto Amboim for 
their own personal use and that of their friends and 
relatives. 


In the past, MPLA party, government and Army officials 
have been known to deviate goods donated by interna- 
tional humanitarian organiza! 
where they fetch high pric: 


ns onto the black market 
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Dos Santos Receives Sao Tome’s Trovoada 28 Mar 


MB3003071891 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1915 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Text] Luanda, 28/3 (ANGOP)—Miguel Trovoada, Sao 
Tome and Principe president-elect, stopped over in the 
Angolan capital this morning on his way back home after 
a trip to Portugal and France. Miguel Trovoada, who was 
received by Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
at the Luanda airport, held a meeting with the Angolan 
leader and gave a news conference to foreign and 
domestic reporters. 


Malawi 


SADCC’s Makoni Calls For More Cooperation 


MB2903193891 Blantyre Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Text] The executive secretary of SADCC [Southern 
African Development Coordination Conference], Dr. 
Simba Makoni, has called for total involvement by 
governments and the public in activities aimed at 
strengthening regional cooperation within SADCC. Dr. 
Makoni was speaking in Lilongwe today before depar- 
ture at the end of his visit to Malawi. 


He explained that SADCC should not be seen as just a 
governmental organization, but that through it people 
should interact in such fields as trade, education, medi- 
cine, agriculture, and science. He said such interaction 
was necessary before seeking assistance from countries 
outside the region. 


On his visit to Malawi, Dr. Simba Makoni said he was 
pleased with the efficieny shown by Malawi in coordi- 
nating the sectors [words indistinct] which are fisheries, 
forestry, and wildlife. He said in his discussions with 
government officials it was evident to him that Malawi is 
doing its best to promote regional cooperation through 
SADCC. 


During the visit Dr. Makoni toured some SADCC- 
supported projects to assess how much assistance his 
organization should continue to give. Dr. Makoni also 
visited the Palombe disaster area which, he said, needs a 
lot of assistance to (?rehabilitate). 


Mozambique 


Mocumbi Says Renamo Statement on Truce ‘Immoral’ 


MB2903184491 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] In what could be seen as a diversionary ploy, a 
Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] armed 
bandit spokesman told Voice of America today that his 
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group IS going to suspend its operations between 0600 
tomorrow, Saturday, and 1800 on | April. on the occa- 
sion of Easter. 


Mozambican Foreign Minister Dr. Pascoal Mocumbi 
said Renamo’s statement is immoral. He also explains 
why: 


[Begin Mocumbi recording] It is the same as saying to 
someone I will not kill you today or tomorrow, but I will 
kill you later. What matters to ihe Mozambican people is 
the end of violence and the normalization of their lives. 
[end recording] [passage omitted] 


General Says Zambezi Valley Under Army Control 


\1B3003 144291 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1400 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Text] FPLM [Popular Forces for the Liberation of 
Mozambique] Chief of General Staff Antonio Hama 
Thai has reported that the Zambezi Valley is now fully 
under the control of the Mozambique Armed Forces. 


General Hama Thai paid a working visit to Tete Prov- 
ince last week to learn about the political and military 
situation in that part of the country. 


Frelimo Sixth Congress Scheduled for Aug 


\1B2903181091 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Text] The Fifth Congress of the Frelimo [Mozambique 
Liberation Front] Party Central Committee has decided 
to schedule the sixth congress for August 1991. The 
Central Committee session, which was held in Maputo 
from 26 to 29 March, assessed the recent national 
meeting of Frelimo Party cadres, taking into consider- 
ation the relevant recommendations. 


The Central Committee session also assessed the party's 
Statutes and program, in order to adapt them to the 
ongoing developments, political and economic. 


The session was chaired by Frelimo Party Chairman 
Joaquim Chissano who commended all cadres and mil- 
itants for their loyalty to the party, unselfishness, 
resolve, and dedication to the fulfillment of the most 
noble interests of the Mozambican people. 


Namibia 


Spanish Ambassador Summoned Over Illegal Fishing 


MB3 103201891 Windhoek Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 31 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] The government is holding the Spanish Gov- 
ernment directly responsible for the continued violation 
of Namibia's sovereignty and quandary of its fishing 
resources. 


Foreign Affairs Minister Theo-Ben Gurirab summoned 
Spanish Ambassador Carlos de Boado on Tuesday [26 


FBIS-AFR-91-062 
1 April 1991 


March] to inform him about the recent apprehension of 
three Spanish trawlers in Namibian waters. 


Gurirab said he was no longer convinced of the Spanish 
Government's excuse that the illegal fishing activities 
were being carried out by private individuals. [passage 
omitted] 


Zambia 


Miasheke Urges Caution in Joining Parties 


M{B2903192491 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Text] Prime Minister Malimba Masheke has appealed 
to Zambians to exercise care when choosing political 
parties to join during the multiparty era. Addressing a 
crowd that welcomed him at Mongu airport this 
morning, Comrade Masheke said Zambians should be 
aware of parties bent on fomenting trouble. 


He advised that Zambia still needed tribal balancing to 
ensure that there was no dominance of one group in the 
country’s politics. Comrade Masheke, who is in Mongu 
to represent UNIP [United National Independence 
Party] and the government at this year’s Kolomboka 
ceremony, emphasized that under UNIP there was no 
dominance of one tribe over the other in running the 
affairs of the country. 


Welcoming the prime minister al the airport. Western 
Province Cabinet Minister Comrade Munukayumbwa 
Sipalo assured the prime minister that the province was 
calm and solidly behind UNIP and President Kaunda. 


Radio Reports Nationwide Meal Shortages 


MB3 103182691 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 31 Mar 91 


[Text] Hundreds of people today besieged the National 
Home Stores in Kawata and (Long Acres), the only shops 
that had mealie meal in Lusaka, as the shortage which 
has hit the country. and the city in particular. and other 
parts of the country apparently worsened. 


A survey by ZANA found that only two shops had the 
commodity, and when news got around of its avail- 
ability, people immediately pounced on the shops in 
their hundreds. The shop in Kawata was selling breakfast 
meal, while the one in (Long Acres) was selling [word 
indistinct] meal. 


Elsewhere, especially in the city centers, people were 
found waiting outside state shops in groups in the hope 
that deliveries would be made, but later left when it 
became clear that there would be no supplies. 
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Benin 


Soglo’s Inauguration Delayed ‘Indefinitely’ 
AB2903213591 Paris AFP in English 2110 GMT 
29 Mar 91 


[Text] Cotonou, March 29 (AFP}—The inauguration of 
ailing Benin president-elect Nicephore Soglo. scheduled 
for Monday, has been delayed indefinitely while he 
undergoes medical treatment in France. government 
officials said here Friday. 


Mr. Soglo. who was elected president of this West 
African country on March 24. left unexpectedly 
Thursday for medical treatment in Paris. 


Sources close to the president-elect said that Mr. Soglo, 
who was admitted to the Val de Grace military hospital 
in Paris, has been suffering a bout of typhoid fever 
aggravated by sciatica. Reliable sources said he under- 
went an operation on Friday for his sciatica. 


French Defense Ministe: Pierre Joxe visited Mr. Soglo in 
the hospital here and the two held a long discussion 
about the political situation in Benin, the French defense 
ministry said in a statement. 


During a meeting here, officials of the transitional 
council presently ruling Benin and Mr. Soglo’s aides 
failed to set a new date for the presidential inauguration. 
The meeting ended without agreement. 


Mr. Soglo’s entourage has said the president-elect will be 
well enough to attend his inauguration on April 4. 


Liberia 
National Conference on Political Future Continues 


Report on Government Composition 


AB2903170091 Paris AFP in English 1348 GMT 
29 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Monrovia, March 29 (AFP)}—A conference on 
the political future of war-torn Liberia has gone ahead 
here despite a walkout by delegates from Charles Tay- 
lor’s rebel national Patriotic Front (NPFL), sources close 
to the debate said here Friday. 


Hours after the NPFL spokesman stomped out on 
Wednesday complaining that two of the three chairman 
were biased against them, delegates from political parties 
and interest groups launched into deliberations on a 
committee report over the composition of a new interim 
government. 


The main goal of the meeting convened two weeks ago is 
tO appoint a new provisional administration to replace 
that of lawyer Amos Sawyer. who was chosen at a 
previous national conference last August in the Gambia 
reyected by Mr. Taylor. 
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The document now on the table calls for two vice 
presidents, one each to be nominated by the NPFL. 
which controls most of Liberia, and Prince Johnson's 
rival Independent National Patriotic Front (INPFL). 


According to the report. the interim legislative assembly 
would include 13 members from Mr. Taylor's rebel 
government based in Gbarnga and !|3 from the Sawyer 
administration, which was installed in Monrovia last 
“overnber with the help of a West African peacekeeping 
force. 


Mr. Taylor's men, who launched the December 1989 
rebellion which toppled the late president Sarnue!l Doe. 
control 12 of Liberia’s 13 counties. 


Under the proposed plan. Liberia’s six political parties 
will supply two candidates each to fill 12 parliament 
seals. 


Six other members would also come from the NPFL. five 
from the INPFL and two from each of the 12 interest 
groups participating in the ongoing conference. 


The document recommended that the posts of speaker 
and deputy speaker be reserved for the INPFL and the 
NPFL respectively. 


An interim chief justice would be nominated by the six 
political parties. pending approval by confernce dele- 
gates. 


The NPFL, INPFL. the interim president and all interest 
groups would each nominate one of the four associate 
justices. 


Delegates have however rejected the committee's recom- 
mendation to bar any political party whose executive 
member is elected interim president from presenting 
candidates for president and vice president in general 
elections slated for October. 


The NPFL delegation had walked out of the mecting 
Wednesday saying it had “no confidence” in two of the 
three chairmen. [passage omitted] 


Elections Set for October 


AB3003152291 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 30 Mar 91 


/ 


[Text] General and presidential elections in Liberia will 
be held in [words indistinct] October this year. 
According to the LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY, this ts 
contained in the report of the committee on the structure 
and composition of the interim government. It has also 
been decided that the tenure of the interim government 
will end on the third Monday in January 1992. 
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Further on Election Date 


AB3103095891 Paris AFP in English 2243 GM1 
30 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] Freetown, March 30 (AFP)}—General and 
presidential elections are to be held in Liberia on 
October 8, and an interim government will remain in 
office until the third Monday in January 1992, Monrovia 
Radio said Saturday [30 March] in a report monitored 
here. The radio was quoting a report by a commitice 
hammering out details on the structure and composition 
of a new interim government which is to be chosen at an 
ongoing national conference which opened in the 
Liberian capital March 15. [passage omitted]. 


In another development, the Liberian Bar Association 
said Saturday that the NPFL [National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia] should be denied further participation in the 
conference for what it called “insolence and disrespect.” 
The association described the NPFL’s walkout from the 
conference Wednesday as “irresponsible and a lack of 
respect for human rights.” [passage omiticd] 


Report on Government Structure Adopted 


AB3003152691 Monrovia Radio ELBC in Enelish 
0900 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Text] A nine-man committee comprising political par- 
lies, interest groups, and the warring factions has been 
set up to draw up the (?final communique) of the 
ongoing All-Liberia National Conference in Monrovia. 
The committee will be headed by the Reverend Dr. 
(Jeremiah Walker). 


Meanwhile, the conference has adopted the report of the 
committee on the composition and structure of the 
interim government. Among the recommendations pul 
forward by the committee are the (?creation) of the posts 
of first and second vice president in the interim govern- 
ment. Both the National Patriotic Front and the Inde- 
pendent National Patriotic Front [words indistinct] take 
the two positions of first and second vice president. The 
conference has meanwhile adjourned until Monday. 


NPFL Group Said To Return 


AB3003131891 Monrovia Radio ELBC in Enelish 
0900 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Text] The NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] 
delegation thai walked out of the All-Liberia Conference 
last Wednesday [27 March] 1s said to have returned to 
the Unity Conference Center in Virginia. No official 
reason has been given for the return of the delegates. The 
LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY, LINA, quoting a source. 
says the NPFL delegation is back in Monrovia for 
consultations at the request of the foreign ministers of 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] countries, especially those sponsoring ECOMOG 
[ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring Group]. 
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The NPFL delegation walked out of the conference on 
grounds that two of the three chairpersons at the confer- 
ence. Archbishop Michael Francis and Sheikh Kafumba 
Konnah. are biased and should no longer serve as 
cochairpersons al the conference. Sheikh Konnah, in 
reaction to the allegation, said the NPFL’s opposition to 
his chairmanship hinged on his refusal to assist in 
opening a line of communication between the NPFL 
delegation and Muslims attending the conference. 


Cochairman Hopes for NPFL Return 


183103105691 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 31 Mar 91 


{Text} One of the three cochairpersons of the Liberia 
national conference. Ambassador Herbert Bo. has 
expressed the hope that the delegation of the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia will return and take their seat 
al the conference for further deliberations. 


Parties Endorse Ban on Election Participation 


183003130691 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GAIT 30 Mar ¥l 


[Text] Five of Liberia's six political parties have upheid 
a recent decision taken by the plenary session of the 
all-Liberia Conference. According to the LIBERIAN 
NEWS AGENCY, LINA, all political parties except the 
Liberia People’s Party, LPP. are opposing the deletion of 
a clause contained in the report of the committee on the 
structure and composition of the interim government. 


The clause in question forbids the participation in the 
ensuing presidential elections of the political party 
whose candidate heads the interim government. The 
parties (’say they view) the deletion of the clause as a 
breach of the sincerity and goodwill embodied in the 
consensus reached by heads of delegation during consul- 
lative meetings on the issuc. The clause states that if the 
head of the interim government hails from a political 
party, that party shall not be eligible to advance the name 
of candidates for the presidential and vice presidential 
positions at the ensuing presidential and general elec- 
tions. 


In separate comments. the parties observed that the 
consensus to maintain the clause in the report was the 
right act after several intensive negotiations between 
them and the Patriotic Front. They have agreed to 
adhere to the letter of the clause (even when) any of 
their parties 1s affected. 


Interim President Interviewed on Economy 
183003184091 London BBC World Service in English 


LOY GMT 29 Mar 91 
[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] As the Liberian peace conference drags on in 
Monrovia. the interim government of Amos Sawyer ts 
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making some kind of attempt to run the country. More 
than a year of bitter civil war has devastated Liberia's 
infrastructure, brought the economy to ¢ standstill, and 
disrupted public services. What is mere, the country’s 
previous principal sources of income such as iron ore 
and rubber plantations are in rebel Charles Taylor's 
hands. But Interim President Amos Sawyer ts clearly not 
to be deterred and early this year, his government even 
issued a budget. In Monrovia, Elizabeth Blunt soke to 
Amos Sawyer and asked him if his government had any 
real sources of income: 


[Begin recording] [Sawyer] Well, very little money. We 
manage very well with what little that we have. We have 
paid for this conference, and we have managed to keep 
electricity going. We are repairing the electric lines 
throughout. We are doing some work on the water 
system. We are getting some emergency help from some 
of the agencies. We are hoping that with the resolution of 
this problem, the level of the efficient government we are 
trying to run here will be extended throughout this 
country. 


[Blunt] But for the moment, you are relying on what? 
Tax revenue? Are you getting any tax revenue in from 
Monrovia? 


[Sawyer] We are getting very little in terms of foreign 
exchange. There is quite a bit of commerce picking up, 
and so we pick up quite of bit of local excise tax. But that 
is all local money. We have a problem in doing our 
imports. We have a number of things at work. This will 
include some of the losses that we have been sujected to. 
untangling the funds in that, and we are doing something 
now—the Free Port of Monrovia which is made in the 
last six, seven weeks as Competitive as many of the ports 
in the subregion. That way up there is top not yet, [as 
heard] but it is coming. We are trying to get the ‘ight in 
district complexes—on Bushrod Isiand—operative. to 
the extent that we have access to raw materials within the 
25-mile range and imputs that can come in through the 
port. So we are making do. 


[Blunt] But how long can an administration go on 
without a hinterland because most of the traditional 
money earners in Liberia—the timber, the iron ore, the 
diamonds, the agricultural projects—are all on the other 
side of the lines. 


[Sawyer] We are not prepared to see our country parti- 
tioned indefinitely, and what we are doing here. we hope. 
provides a clear indication of an efficient government at 
work. We look forward to a resolution of the political 
problem, even as it is now, Miss Blunt—with the diffi- 
culties that are being experienced in travels, people are 
making it behind the lines. They are coming to Mon- 
rovia, and whether I like it or Mr. Taylor likes it or 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Peacekeeping Monitoring Group] likes it, our 
people will engage in trade and commerce, in social 
interactions across the length and breadth of this 
country, if they have to do so in spite of somebody's gun. 
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{Blunt} So, you could almost imagine. even without the 
success of the conference. without military action by 
ECOMOG, you could imagine the partition dissolving 
itself somehow by sheer popular will. 


[Sawyer] Indeed! You have put « much better that | 
would have. You are quite right. 


[Blunt] You really think could happen” 


[Sawyer] Well, you see, | do not think there is any force 
that is greater than the desire of our people right now for 
uniting themselves. This was not a war that people saw 
coming for many, many years and therefore made pro- 
visions for sustaining themselves thereafter. There 1s a 
pressure right in Freetown and parts of Sierra Leone of 
something close to 250,000 or 300.000 Liberians to 
come home. They will come to Monrovia. they will find 
their way through to Voinjama and other parts of the 
country, and they will begin to find their relatives 
around. Already what we are beginning to sce now, just, 
right here, there are people coming in from Bom: Hills. 
As much as there are difficulties along the way. they are 
beginning to bring their produce to the port. They are 
bringing in their coffee and their cocoa. And now, there 
iS a problem, it 1s hazardous, but they are doing i. and 
they will, and we will help them too. [end recording] 


Mali 


Transition Committee for Salvation Established 


4AB2903212491 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2030 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[Communique issued by the National Reconciliation 
Council, CRN, and the Coordinating Commitice of 
Democratic Associations and Forces, CCAOD, read by 
CRN member Major Souleymane Sidibe on 29 March: 
place not given—recorded] 


[Text] Joint communique from the National Reconcili- 
ation Council [CRN] and the Coordinating Committec 
of Associations and Organizations [CCAOD]: The CRN 
and the CCAOD inform the Malian people that today. 
Friday 29 March 1991, a joint meeting was held at the 
People’s Hall at 1600 GMT to examine the draft texts 
organizing public powers during the democratic transi- 
tion. The two delegations agreed: 


First, on the setting up of a Transition Committee tor the 
Salvation of the People. comprising 25 members: 


Second, this committee is charged with managing the 
democratic transition period. In this connection, it must 
form the provisional government and convene the 
national conference within a deadline of three months 
from the establishment of the provisional government. 
The national conference will be charged with drawing up 
a new constitution, an electoral code, and a charter of 
parties. 
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Third, the municipal, legislative, and presidential elec- 
tions should be organized within a deadline of nine 
months as of | April 1991 to establish all democratic 
institutions. 


Fourth, following the accomplishment of this timetable, 
the Armed Forces and the security forces have made the 
commitment to return to their barracks on 20 January 
1992. the date Army Day will be commemorated. 


Transition Committee Detailed 
AB3003231391 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2030 GMT 30 Mar 91 


[Text] Based on our own investigations, we are now able 
to reveal the numerical composition of the Transition 
Committee for the Salvation of the People [CTSP] that 
has just been set up. 


It comprises 25 members, including 15 civilians and 10 
military. The distribution among the associations is as 
follows: National Union of Mali Workers, three mem- 
bers; Malian Pupils and Students Association, one 
member, Association of Youth for Democracy and 
Progress, one member. Free and Democratic Youth, one 
member, Malian Association for Human Rights, two 
members, Association of Graduates Establishing and 
Seeking Employment, one member, Alliance for Democ- 
racy in Mahi, two members; National Committee for a 
Democratic Initiative, two members. The two move- 
ments for the liberation of Azawad have one representa- 
tive cach. 


The fundamental Act No. | organizing public authorities 
in Mali and comprising 61 articles has also been 
adopted. The CTSP will assume legislative functions, 
control executive power, and will see to the equitable 
access of the political parties to the state mass media. 
The act provides for the formation of a provisional 
government to be headed by a prime minister. It is worth 
stressing that there 1s incompatibility between the func- 
tions of members of a cabinet and of the CTSP. 


A well-informed source says the CTSP meeting slated for 
the morning of 31 March at the the People’s House is 
expected to adopt Ordinance No. | allowing the creation 
of political parties in Mali. 


Committee Members Announced 
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[Text] After revealing the numerical composition of the 
Transition Committee for the Salvation of the People. 
CTSP. we are now able to give you the names of its 
members. Let us recall thai the committee comprises 25 
members, including 10 from the “ational Reconciliation 
Council [CRN] and 15 from the Coordination Com- 
mittee. 


The 10 CRN members are as follows: |. Licutenant 
Colonel Amadou Toumani Toure, CTSP chairman: 
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. Lieutenant Colonel Oumar Diallo: 

. Lieutenant Colonel Kafsina Kone: 

. Lieutenant Colonel Ousmane Marga: 

. Lieutenant Colonel Bakari Coulibaly:- 

. Major Anatole Sangare- 

. Mayor Arouna Traore: 

. Major Moussa Diabate- 

. Major and Medical Doctor Mohamed Coulibaly: 
10. Gendarmerie Major Yaya QOuattara. 


COHN DUM & wie 


These are the defunct CRN representatives. 


The 15 representatives of the Coordinating Committee 
are as follows: 


1. Bakari Karambe. Boisse Traore, Ousmane Niare for 
the National Union of Mali Workers—that is three 
representatives. 

2. Abderahmane Baba Toure and Mohamed Lamine 
Traore for the Alliance for Democrcy in Mali—that is 
two representatives. 

3. Amidou Diabate and Modibo Diakite for the National 
Committee for a Democratic Initiative—that is two 
representatives. 

4. Lawyers Demba Diallo and Mamadou Dante for the 
Malian Association for Human Rights—that is two rep- 
resentatives. 

5. Oumar Mariko for the Malian Pupils and Students 
Association—that 1s one representative. 

6. Moussa Keita for the Association of Youth for 
Democracy and Progress—that is one representative. 

7. Sidi Camara for the Association of Graduates Estab- 
lishing and Secking Employmenit—that ts one represen- 
lative. 

8. Oumar Wague for the Free and Democratic Youth— 
that is One representative. 

9. (Sheikh Ag Baye) for the Azawad Liberation Move- 
meni—that is one representative. 

10. Ahmed Sid Ahmed for the Azawad Arab Muslim 
Froni—that is one representative. 


We recall that the CRN has just been dissolved, and we 
are expecting other decisions. Furthermore, the ordi- 
nance authorizing the founding of political parties 1s to 
be issued today or tomorrow. 


Toure Speaks After Inauguration 
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[Text] The Transition Commitice for the Salvation of 
the People [CTSP] has just been officially inaugurated, 
and the act constituting it was signed this morning al 
precisely 1145 at the People’s Hall, where everything is a 
symbol. While signing the act this morning, the 
chairman of the CTSP. Licutenant Colonel Amadou 
Toumani Toure, said that our people will jealously see to 
it that their victory is not expropriated and that they will 
react firmly against this expropriation as well as against 
any mancuver to capture this victory. This CTSP, which 
is the outcome of the heroic struggle of our people, has 
come to legitimize the struggle born out of the events of 
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26 March, when Moussa Traore’s regime fell. Let us 
listen to Lt. Col. Amadou Toumani Toure: 


[Begin recording] The fundamental act on organizing the 
public powers gives prominence to fundamental human 
rights and the rights of the citizen. This demonstrates 
that the desire of the CTSP is to work for the emergence 
of principles based on democratic values, principles 
according to which the State and its organs are first of all 
in the service of the people. 


The action taken on 26 March must be placed within this 


context. This action has come to crown the struggle of 


the democratic and trade union action, a struggle whose 
objective was to give dignity back to our people and to 
their Army, so that in peace we can build a democratic 
and pluralistic society devoid of all social injustices. 


You cannot make a people happy without getting them 
involved, and history 1s replete with examples of when 
the ambition or generosity of a political program was not 
sufficient to ensure the implementation of such a pro- 
gram. This why we must not forget the democratic 
demands of our people, demands for which our people 
paid and are still prepared to pay the supreme sacrifice. 
This reflects the deep aspirations of our people for a 
change and for justice. Our people will jealously see 
to—and they will firmly react against—any attempt to 
confiscate their victory as well as against maneuvers to 
capture it. | would like to assure my countrymen in the 
Army that it has no pretention to exercise power. It has 
also drawn its lessons from the disastrous management 
that was conducted on its behalf, directly or indirectly. 


During the last 20 years, the Army has also paid a heavy 
price for exclusive preoccupation with business deals, 
favoritism, and repression. Worse, it was used against its 


own people who, on 20 January 1961, had made it one of 


the first symbols of their regained dignity. Thus, to 
ensure that everyone understands our intentions and to 
cut short any insidious campaign, we have today decided 
to dissolve the National Reconciliation Council begin- 
ning today. But you will understand that it is our duty to 
continue the march with you and to prepare with 
serenity and firmness, with mutual confidence and soli- 
darity, the transition of the country toward a real plu- 
ralist democracy. 


Allow me say that in my humble views, it is not yet time 
for electioneering. We must further the debate, cohesion, 
and education of the people so that they are (?used to) 
fundamental democratic values. This will enable a new 
(humanism) to emerge in the political life of the country 
so that we can ban forever from our political habits any 
recourse to intimidation and violence and so that our 
people can never allow themselves to be deceived by 
demagogy and opportunism. The task ahead of us is 
gigantic, so gigantic that [words indistinct]. It is our 
urgent wish that we accomplish this task with firmness, a 
high sense of responsibility, and a real spirit of openness. 
Long live the Malian people! [end recording] 
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National Reconciliation Council Dissolved 
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[Excerpt] A new political landscape has pratically been 
set up in the country six days after the overthrow of the 
Moussa Traore regime. A Transition Committee for the 
Salvation of the People [CTSP] was created yesterday. 
That you know about: but what you do not know—and I 
have learned about it just like you—is that the National 
Reconciliation Council, CRN, was dissolved a few min- 
ules ago. [passage omilted] 


Amadou Toure Interviewed on Reasons for Coup 


1.D0104040491 Paris International Service in French 
IS30 GMT 31 Mar Yl 


[Interview with “President of Mali” Licutenant Colonel 
Amadou Toure by correspondent Ghislaine Dupont in 
Bamako; date not given—recorded] 


{ Text] {Dupont} A certain number of young Malians and 
associations are demanding a commission of inquiry 
into the killings that preceded the fall of Moussa Traore, 
which the new authoritics (?oppose). 


{Toure} I think it 1s perhaps a bit carly to talk of the 
problems of responsibility, but | think also it would be 
indecent not to think about the responsibilities. For the 
moment, the most urgent thing is to come to an agree- 
ment, to bring together the active forces as a whole, 
(whether they are) military and civilian, and then we 
shall define the various tasks awaiting us. At the right 
time we Shall evaluate them, and shall make the neces- 
sary decisions. 


{Dupont} The circumstances of the arrest of Moussa 
Traore are not yet known officially. 


{Toure} You know, Moussa Traore was arrested in his 
palace in Koulouba with his wife. And I will take the 
opportunity also to inform you that Moussa Traore 1s 
very well. 


[Dupont] The democratic movement 1s demanding a 
trial. Do you favor this idea? 


{Toure} | will remind you that neither I, nor the demo- 
cratic movement even less, 1s the procurator of the 
republic. | have said and repeated that Moussa Traore 
will be handed to our people and to the justice of our 
people. It is not up to any movement, nor to me, nor to 
the Army, to decide. Everything will be done according 
to the framework of the law, respecting the law, and 
respecting human rights. 


{Dupont} Do you think a trial could be dangerous, as far 
as the other officials and colleagues of Moussa Traore 
who have also been arrested is concerned? Doesn't a trial 
mean that they might make revelations that would 
implicate people who are sull actors in today’s political 
life in Mah? 
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{ Toure] I think that in all [word indistinct] it is still too 
early to speak of problems of a trial, to speak of the 
problem of Moussa Traore, and so on. We have so many 
problems that are urgent. Our economic fabric has been 
largely destroyed. Our people are in a state of shock. 
Social (?distress) is deep. I think that at first all our 
efforts are going to be concentrated as quickly as possible 
to heal these wounds, to make a reconciliation between 
ourselves and our people, and to harness ourselves as 
quickly as possible to the tasks of development, which we 
should never have abandoned. 


[Dupont] What exactly pushed you into overthrowing 
Moussa Traore, only a few days ago? 


[Toure] The fundamental reason that really pushed us 
into il was seeing a man obstinately rejecting the flow of 
history; that 1s to say, reyecting the minimum which the 
Malian people [word indistinct]; that is to say, to embark 
on the road of democracy. After the striking failure of the 
one-party system, which managed to do nothing but 
stifle talent and opinion, and especially in view of all the 
abuse, all the difficulties, and all the violence into which 
our people had fallen from all sides, we considered it 
necessary to pul an immediate stop to it and return 
quickly to the tasks that we should never have left. 


{Dupont} Can‘t Malians reproach you for having acted a 
little too late? Didn't you lose some of your credibility? 


[Toure] | do not think the Army hierarchy lost credi- 
bility. | cannot wallow in any satisfaction. | have always 
said (?at the time) that what happened is not necessarily 
a victory only for the Army, and I repeat to any who want 
to hear that the Army only finished off what had been 
undertaken by our people themselves. 


[Dupont] So political prisoners have been freed on the 
occasion of this coup in Bamako. But in other areas there 
are people still imprisoned, in particular members of 
parties preaching a multiparty syster. a few months ago. 
What will happen to these people? 


[Toure] (?You are telling me something I did not know.) 
| know that the people you call political prisoners are 
people, because [word indistinct] there are no political 
prisoners in Mali. | know that the people you are calling 
political prisoners are people who were arrested or 
detained—justifiably or not, I do not know, it remains to 
be checked—during the events that our country experi- 
enced in January and March. 


[Dupont] Not just that. There were arrests in mid- 
February. 


[Toure] In any case, we have said that we are a country 
based on law, and we are committed to respecting law. 
Now that the regime that arrested is finished, we think 
there are no reproaches against anyone, and their release 
can only be a matter of justice. 


[Dupont] What do you expect from France now? 
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[Toure] You know, we think that in hard times we 
should not expect anything from our friends. We have 
received the French ambassador; we informed him of 
our concerns, and we are sure, considering the special 
links binding us to France, French (?activities) will be 
appreciated. We ask only for ever-greater cooperation 
between France and the Republic of Mali. 


Further on Interview 
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[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Ghislaine Dupont met L ieu- 
tenant Colonel Toure yesterday. Here are some long 
excerpts from this interview. She asked him first whether 
the soldiers involved in the violent repression of the 
recent demonstrations and who remain in the transi- 
tional team are not likely to frighten Malians. 


[Begin recording] [Toure] You know that the problem of 
repression is not a problem of individuals, it is a problem 
of the system. I think that once the oppressive system has 
been broken the Malians (?can) say that the committee 1s 
made up of 15 civilians and 10 soldiers; that is (?not 
what one must see), One must say simply that we have 25 
Malians who have made a committment to the Malian 
people to carry out specific tasks, and the task is so great 
that it is better to drop any consideration of persons to 
get down to the task quickly. Time is short, and the task 
is particularly large. 


{Dupont] Are you sure that you are in control of the 
whole Army? I cannot imagine that some military 
officers want to give up power and return to civilian life. 


[Toure] | think that if there are some in the military who 
are not in agreement on this point it is good and 
important that they (?continue in the job) because our 
people have learned that a job 1s necessary. 


[Dupont] You have been blamed for keeping around you 
people who were in the previous regime, who were 
intimates. | am thinking for example of Oumar Diallo, 
who was close to Moussa Traore. Are those people going 
to stay with you” 


[Toure] In any case, | would like to make clear first that 
the people you have just mentioned who have stayed and 
who, you say, were close to Moussa Traore are officers. 
They did not make a special request to be close to 
Moussa Traore. For their qualities. or for their bahavior, 
at a certain time they were appointed as officers and 
given a mission somewhere. Once this mission is over, 
these gentlemen have to return to the Army, and if there 
is another duty, another mission to give them, the 
mission can be given. 


As for [words indistinct] | am not the procurator of the 
republic, until now no compromising or [word indis- 
tinct] dossier has been presented about anyone at all. We 
preach national reconciliation and we have said that we 
want our country to be a country based on law, and it 
would be a good thing that if there are decisions to be 
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made about people they should be made in conformity 
with the rights and the law of the Republic of Mali. 
[| passage omitted] [end recording] 


CRN Explains Removal of Documents on Corruption 
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{“Communique”™ issued by the National Reconciliation 
Council, CRN, on 29 March in Bamako] 


[ Text] Following persistent rumors that documents have 
been taken away by security men from the National 
Investigation Commission on unlawful enrichment and 
corruption, the CRN informs members of the public that 
on 26 March 1991, instructions were issued for the 
documents to be transferred to a safer place to preserve 
and safeguard them against any aliempt to destroy or 
steal them. This move is aimed solely at creating a 
climate of accountability which should henceforth pre- 
vail in the running of state affairs. 


PANA Reports Background of New Leader 


AB2I903151191 Dakar PANA in Enelish 1431 GMT 
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[Text] Bamako, 29 March (AMAP/PANA)—L1-Col. 
Amadou Toumani Toure, 43, Malis new leader fol- 
lowing the ouster of former President Moussa Traore on 
the night of 26 March, returned to Mali from the military 
school in Paris in December, 1990 and resumed duty in 
the country’s Armed Forces as the chief of the Parachute- 
Commando Corps three weeks ago. Toure attended the 
Sofara primary school, near Mopti, some 675 kilometres 
east of Bamako, before he trained as a secondary school 
teacher at the Badalbougou Teachers’ Training College 
in the Mahan capital where he graduated in 1969 after 
specialising in history and geography. 


He was later admitted into the Inter-Armes Military 
School (EMIA) at Kati, 15 kilometres from Bamako. He 
finished three years later as sub-leutenant. His gradua- 


tion class was named after Gen. Soumare. the first chief 


of staff of the Malian Army. 


The young sub-lheutenant later went through a series of 


parachute-commando courses mainly at Koulikoro, a 
military school some 60 kilometres from Bamako, then 
at the Riazan applhed parachute school in the Soviet 
Union (1976) and finally, at the Pau commando base in 
southern France. He took command of the commando- 
parachutists detachment at Dyikoroni, west of the cap- 
ital, before becoming commander of the Presidential 
Guards in 1980 and chief of the 33rd Parachutists 
Batallion. Promoted to the rank of licutenant-colonel in 
1988, Toure went back to the War School in Paris from 
where he returned last December armed with a higher 
military certificate. 


He 1s married with three children and loves physical 
training and football. 
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{London BBC World Service in English at 1709 GMT on 
29 March in its “Focus on Africa” program adds in a 
report by correspondent Ofeibea Quist-Arcton that 
“Amadou Toumani Toure was born in Mopti, central 
Mali.” The report also adds, “As a military officer, 
Toure 1s considered to be Mali’s foremost parachutist 
and as an Army commander, hard but fair. They say he 
is modest and does not display extravagant tendencies, a 
criticism often leveled against Moussa Traore, his 
family, and his entourage. They say once Amadou 
Toumani Toure has made a decision, he does not go back 
on it. For example, during Moussa Traore’s rule, Mali, 
being a predominantly Muslim country and under con- 
siderable pressure from the powerful Association for 
Union and Progress in Islam, he decreed a law ordering 
all nightclubs and bars to close during the holy month of 
Ramadan. On Wednesday, well into the Ramadan 
season, Lieutenant Colonel Toure revoked that law, 
saying Mali is a secular, and not an Islamic state and 
anyway, not all Malians are Muslims. Despite the pro- 
testations and delegations sent by the Islamic associa- 
tion, he stood his ground. Nightclubs and bars have 
reopened, and no one seemed to be complaining, at least 
not publicly.”’| 


CRN Chairman Toure Receives Malian Envoys 


AB3003195091 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 30 “ar 91 


{ Text] This morning at the People’s Hall, Malian envoys 
to friendly countries were received by the chairman of 
the National Reconciliation Council [CRN]. The diplo- 
mats were led to the meeting by the permanent secretary 
at the Foreign Ministry, Mr. Alpha Sow. Also present 
were members of the Coordinating Commitice of Dem- 
ocratic Associations and Organizations. It was an opper- 
tunity for the CRN chairman to brief the envoys on the 
current situation in our country following the fall of 
Moussa Traore’s regime so that they in turn can carry the 
message to their various posts. 


Lieutenant Colonel Amadou Touman: Toure told the 
envoys that the Army has not come to steal power from 
the people who have merited it. It is your duty, he said, 
to inform countries friendly to us about the current 
democratic process in our country. Lt. Col. Amadou 
Toumani Toure explained at length the « stablishment of 
the transition Commitice for the Salva‘ ion of the People, 
which is in charge of setting up a tr msptronal govern- 
ment. He briefed the diplomats abo :t tho argent mea- 
sures that must be taken in favor of tue victims of the 
violence and the repressions, who are in our hospitals. 
Following the meeting, the spokesman for the envoys, 
His Excellency Bakary Drame, who ts Malian ambas- 
sador to Libya, spoke about his impressions in an 
interview with reporter Sidiki Konate: 


[Begin recording] [Drame] The chairman gave us 
instructions on what stand we must adopt and the 
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message we have to convey to our foreign partners. Your 
are aware thal a certain press has even said that the 
Army has come to confiscate power from the people. The 
chairman reassured us On this issue. He also told us that 
a committee has been formed and is in charge of setting 
up a new government, a government of openness. | said 
during our meeting with the chairman that the Malian 
diplomats support the various measures and the deep 
significance of the appeal that the chairman made to the 
people to stop immediately all acts of violence and to 
avoid in the future any act capable of tarnishing the good 
image of our country. So, as diplomats, our duty is to 
ensure that the international community appreciates in 
particular this example of supreme sacrifice made by a 
category of the population, especially the youth and the 
workers, for the acheivement of these noble objectives 
and the people's deep aspirations. 


[Konate] As far as you diplomats and ambassadors are 
concerned, what is your own fate following the change of 
government? 


{[Drame] Well, [laughter] it is normal. You know, so goes 
a diplomat’s life, as it is said. He must take a good dose 
of risks. These are risks of the profession. As far as the 
regular rules and the traditions of the profession are 
concerned, there 1s no problem. It is a matter of confi- 
dence and conscience. When a diplomats has the confi- 
dence of the new authorities and if he has a clear 
conscience about his ability to serve them, there should 
not be any problem because he ts representing his 
country. [end recording] 


CRN Chairman Receives Libyan Envoy, Message 
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[Text] Today the National Reconciliation Council 
[CRN] chairman received the secretary of the Libyan 
People’s Bureau in Charge of External Liaison and 
International Cooperation, Mr. Ibrahim Muhammad 
al-Bishari, bearer of a message from the Libyan presi- 
dent, Colonel al-Qadhdhafi. 


The Libyan emissary expressed the readiness of Brother 
al-Qadhdhafi and the Libyan people to reinforce coop- 
eration between our two countries. As for the the CRN 
chairman, he outlined the causes of the painful events 
that shook our country and reaffirmed the willingness of 
the Malian people to work toward a democratic regime. 
He also promised to abide by the Tamarasset agreements 
to guarantee national unity. 


The Libyan emissary said that in the next few days, his 
country’s hospitals were prepared to receive Malians 
who have been seriously injured. Ibrahim Muhammad 
al-Bishari spoke to Sidiki Konate after the audience: 


[Begin recording] [al-Bishari] [words indistinct] for 
social peace and democracy in this country. The leader 
of the revolution has sent me to promise Libya's assis- 
tance and wish our Malian brothers happiness. 
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{[Konate] What do you think of the formation of a 
Transition Committee for the Salvation of the People? 
This committee was formed yesterday. 


{al-Bishari] Well, these changes first concern the Malian 
people themselves. They are things that concern our 
brotherly Malian people. We support the happiness of 
these people. who have geographical ties with our 
country, you know. 


{[Konate] The wind of multipartyism is currently blowing 
over our continent, over the whole world. What does the 
Libyan Jamahiriyah think of this? 


{al-Bishari] Well, we are completely for the freedom of 
the people, the people’s choice, democracy, and all that 
contributes to the people’s happiness. That is why in our 
country we set up the most democratic system in the 
world—the people’s congress, the grassroots, and the 
people's commitee system. It shows that the people are 
present and that they can express themselves directly 
without the need of anyone else to present their griev- 
ances—so this quest for freedom is a common thing in 
Africa. [end recording] 


L*ESSOR Reports Mandela Visit Postponed 
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[Text] Bamako, 30 March (AMAP/PANA)—The pro- 
posed visit of the deputy president of the ANC [African 
National Congress]. Nelson Mandela, to Mali early in 
April has been postponed, Malian L’ESSOR newspaper 
reported on Friday [29 March]. Mandela was scheduled 
to visit the troubled West African country from 5 to 7 
April at the invitation of President Moussa Traore who 
was ousted in a coup d'etat on Monday. 


The national daily said the climate of uncertainty pre- 
vailing in the country made it unlikely for the visit to 
take place if not almost impossible. It quoted an official 
source at the ANC West Africa representation office in 
Dakar, Senegal, as saying that Mandela had put off the 
visit. 


Mandela also postponed a similar visit to Senegal as 
from 3 April in a message sent to President Abdou 
Diouf, according to an official statement released in 
Dakar on Friday. 


Niger 


Assembly Approves Document on Multiparty Democracy 


AB3003212091 London BBC World Service in English 
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[From the “African News” program] 


[Text] Monitored reports say that the National Assembly 
of Niger has approved a new Constitution which assures 
multiparty democracy and an end to 17 years of military 
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rule in the country. Quoting official sources, the reports 
said President Ali Saibou has 15 days to review the 
document but has indicated he would go along with the 
plan. 


Nigeria 


Protesting Muslims Attack Newspaper Offices 


AB2903194591 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 29 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] In Nigeria, there have been attacks on a number of 
government and newspaper offices in the north of the 
country by Muslim demonstrators. Religious feelings are 
apparently running high in the North at present, and the 
demonstrators believe that their religion has been 
insulted. From Kano, Aba Abdulaye telexed this report: 


{Begin studio announcer recording] About 300 Muslim 
protestors, believed to be members of the Shiite sect. 
yesterday attacked the Katsina State office of the gov- 
ernment-earned DAILY TIMES, where they burned 
down several vital documents. After destroying almost 
everything useful in the newspaper office, the demon- 
strators, who belong to a group simply identified as the 
Katsina State Muslim Society, went away carrying flags 
and chanting Allahu Akbar, without causing any physical 
harm to the members of the office staff. 


It was later understood that the demonstrators were 
reacting to a recent publication by the FUNTIME mag- 
azine in which one Mr. David Lasikan of the DAILY 
TIMES allegedly painted Prophet Muhammad and Jesus 
Christ in bad colors. In short, the aggrieved demonstra- 
tors said in a letter which they copied to the state 
military governor that they consider the write-up as a 
calculated attempt to smear the Islamic religion and that 
they will do everything possible to safeguard it. 


Meanwhile, similar attacks by members of the Shiite 
movement have been carried out in the offices of the 
DAILY TIMES in Sokoto, Bauchi, and Kano on the 
same grounds. Here in Kano, the demonstrators went to 
the DAILY TIMES office situated at Galadima Road 
around 5 p.m. yesterday carrying red flags and chanting 
Allahu Akbar. The state editor of the DAILY TIMES in 
Kano, Malam Abubakar Abdulahi, who narrowly 
escaped the attackers, told me that his sale clerk, who 
was trapped in the office, was severely beaten by the 
protestors. The state editor also showed me office win- 
dows and sign boards which were destroyed by the 
demonstators. 


The incident has, meanwhile, been reported to the police 
in all the four towns, but no arrests have been reported. 
[end recording] 
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Defense Minister Receives PRC Military Group 
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{Text} The Federal Government has called for increased 
exchange of military and cultural programs between 
Nigeria and China. The minister of defense and chief of 
defense staff, General Sani Abacha, made the call today 
in Lagos when a delegation of the Chinese People’s 
Liberation Army paid him a courtesy visit. He expressed 
satisfaction that relations between the armed forces of 
both countries were growing stronger. General Abacha 
noted that the visit would give the Chinese team the 
opportunity to discover and realize the potentials in 
Nigeria for muiual benefit not only in the military but in 
the political fields. 


In his response. the leader of the Chinese delegation. 
General Xu Xin. expressed the appreciation for the 
existing relations between Nigeria and China. He 
remarked that the visit will afford his team the opportu- 
nity to learn from the people and Armed Forces of 
Nigeria. General Xu expressed the need for the strength- 
ening of relations between the armed forces of the two 
countries. 


Government Welcomes Current UN Debate on Gulf 


AB3003172591 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 27 Mar 91 


[Text] Nigeria has welcomed the current debate in the 
United Nations Security Council on the modalities for 
achieving a full cease-fire in the Gulf war, particularly 
the proposal to destroy all chemical. nuclear, and biolog- 
ical weapon facilities in Iraq. 


The Ministry of External Affairs in a statement urged the 
Security Council to extend the proposal to destroy all 
facilities for the manufacture and launching of weapons 
of mass destruction to all countries in the region. It 
hoped that the initiative will eventually lead to the 
destruction of such weapons in the world. 


Senegal 


Presidency Announces Mandela Visit Canceled 


AB3003105291 Dakar PANA in English 1040 GMT 
30 Mar 91 


[Text] Dakar, 30 March (APS-SEN/PANA)—The pro- 
posed visit of the vice president of the ANC [African 
National Congress]. Nelson Mandela, to Senegal has 
been cancelled because of the escalating violence 
between rival African groups in South Africa. A state- 
ment released by the Presidency in Dakar on Friday [29 
March] said the frontline nationalist, who was scheduled 
to arrive in Dakar on 3 April, decided to cancel the visit 
as a result of the crisis. 
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In a message he sent to President Abdou Diouf Friday, 
Mandela said he will be required to stay in the country at 
a time when his organisation is taking major initiatives 
to end the violence. 


In Dakar, where preparations had been made to give 
Mandela a rousing reception, the authorities said they 
understood the situation. Diouf assured the ANC leader 
of the support and determination of his country to 
remain on his side until the final victory and expressed 
the hope of receiving him soon. 


Sierra Leone 


Momoh Approves Multiparty Democracy 


AB3003082591 Freetown Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 28 Mar 91 


[Text] A jam-packed State House drawing room com- 
prising diplomats, politicians, journalists, religious 
leaders, and a cross-section of the Freetown community, 
today had mixed feelings of misbelief and pleasant 
surprise at President Joseph Saidu Momoh’'s declaration 
of acceptance that Sierra Leone should become a multi- 
party democracy. Receiving the report of the Constitu- 
tional Review Commission at an impressive ceremony at 
State House this morning, President Momoh said he was 
particularly delighted with the commission's recommen- 
dation for the establishment of a multiparty system of 
government. 


President Momoh confided that it has been his hope all 
along that this country will have to move to a multiparty 
constitution. President Momoh said he was happy that 
the people have spoken out in favor of a multiparty 
democracy and that the commission has put their 
thought into constitutional reform. He promised that 
government will work speedily but carefully to bring this 
program to fruition. Dr. Momoh maintained that he did 
not intend to preside over instability, anarchy, or any- 
thing that could bring harm to this nation and its proud, 
hard-working people. President Momoh stressed that the 
time has passed for excuses and modest efforts, urging 
that we must move forward with a new resolve to ensure 
that all the people of Sierra Leone enjoy the true benefits 
of a truly democratic state. 


Emphasizing his firm belief in the definition of democ- 
racy as a government of the people, by the people, and 
for the people. the head of state pointed out that these 
have been basic values which have guided our society, 
and most of wnat all Sierra Leoneans cherish. Dr. 
Momoh said his dream for Sierra Leone is to remove 
many of the owstacles to its economic and political 
development. which we all desire, and recalled that since 
he became president. 11 has been his goal to preside over 
a free and democratic government. These reasons, he 
Said. accou’ for his insistence on election when he 


was asked t .ecome president. and new elections for 
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parliament in 1986. at which he worked assiduously to 
ensure that they were conducted in a free and fair 
atmosphere. 


Dr. Momoh lamented that though he laid plans for a new 
order in Sierra Leone and expected to see changes and 
progress very quickly, what we witnessed was an eco- 
nomic decline. He conceded that while we can blame 
some of our problems on the international economic 
crisis and the depth of our own economic collapse in the 
later 70°s and 80's, we must also admit that many of 
those we expected to move forward with us in this great 
effort either lacked the will or were more interested in 
helping themselves than in helping the people. He urged 
that we must make some major and dramatic steps to 
transform this society now, to get our economic house in 
order, for ourselves and for our children. 


President Momoh noted that issues which had been 
clearly addressed in the proposed consitution are those 
that are central to democracy. These. he said. include 
accountability, regular. free and fair elections, the invi- 
olability of human rights, freedom of speech and 
assembly, freedom of the press, the rule of law, and the 
right to form political parties. He said we must move 
seriously to establish institutions and procedures that 
will protect the citizen from a situation of nonaccount- 
ability by providing means for iemoving such officials, 
in order not to be held hostage by inefficient, corrupt, or 
incompetent people. He warned that the new order will 
only work properly if it is founded on ideas and talent. 
and not on questions of ethnicity. religion, sex, or 
parochial factors. 


President Momoh, however, cautioned against repeating 
the ills of the past and said that in setting this system in 
motion, it should be done carefully, fairly. peacefully. 
and legally. He emphasized that in effecting changes that 
are deemed necessary, the laid-down constitutional pro- 
cedures will be strictly adhered to, adding that there shall 
be no shortcuts. He assured the nation that the 
machinery to study the report and effect changes will be 
set in motion at once. 


Referring to the threat posed by a so-called Corporal 
Foday Sankoh and his like. President Momoh urged 
them to realize that well-meaning Sierra Leoneans hold 
the belief that there is always a civilized and intelligent 
way of finding solutions to their problems, however 
intractable they may seem. Cpl. Sankoh and his like, he 
advised, ought to accept the fact that while we are 
striving to create a free and democratic society, we are at 
the same time burying the time when the law of the 
jungle was the order of the day. 


Earlier, in presenting his report, Dr. Peter Tucker said 
they had considered the numerous ideas and recommen- 
dations made to them by members of the public. The 
objectives of their terms of reference, Dr. Peter Tucker 
explained. necessarily required a thorough examination 
of political pluralism in the light of our present national 
consciousness, adding that in the end, they came to the 
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conclusion that there was an overwhelming support for a 
return to multiparty democracy. Dr. Tucker reported 
that his commission unanimously recommended that the 
Constitution be amended by expunging from 11 all refer- 
ences to the recognized party, the one party of the APC 
{All-People’s Congress]. He said they aiso recommended 
that there should an executive president whose tenure of 
office shall not be more than two terms of five years 
each, and who shall have at least 25 percent of the votes 
cast in more than half of the electoral districts in this 
country. 


The commission also recommended that the president's 
discretion to appoint ministers be extended to enable 
him to appoint all or some of his ministers from outside 
parliament. emphasizing that if a parliamentarian 
accepts ministerial appointment, he or she loses his or 
her parliamentary seat. The report also recommended a 
bicameral parliament, a Senate comprising |2 parlia- 
mentarians to be elected by their colleagues at district 
level. and 32 other persons, including church leaders and 
a representative of the Muslim faith. Dr. Tucker said the 
Senate's functions will be mainly advisory, but it will 
have the power to review most legislations passed by the 
House of Representatives before they are submitted to 
the president for his assent. 


The report also recommended fundamental human 
rights and freedoms, including the rights of women, and 
press freedom and academic freedom in institutions of 
higher learning. To check maladministration and abuse 
of power by public officers, the commission also recom- 
mended the establishment of the office of the 
ombudsman to investigate all complaints of maladmin- 
istration or abuse of power and authority by any public 
officer. 


Welcoming guests at the ceremony earlier, the secretary 
to the president, Mr. J.P.A. Koroma, said he was sure 
that the [word indistinct] was hopeful that what has been 
done by the commission will be in the lasting interest of 
the country, peace, development, and democracy. He 
recalled that President Momoh has always emphasized 
that the government must seize the initiative in the 
constitutional development of the country, and by its 
acts, he has shown that he is a man of his word. 


The acting attorney general, Mr. J.B. Dauda, said the 
ceremony marked a milestone in national development. 
Speaking on behalf of the people of this country, Mr. 
Dauda expressed sincere gratitude and thanks for what 
he called President Momoh’s bold step. for which he 
deserved a national commendation. 


NPFL Rebels Arrested After Border Attack 
1B2903222091 Paris AFP in French 1741 GMT 
2Y Mar 9/1 


[Text] Freetown, 29 Mar (AFP)}—Four guerrillas from 
the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL). 
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including a woman, arrived today in Freetown under 
escort afier they were arrested near two border villages 
that were attacked a week ago by Charles Taylor's 
movement. it was learned from the Sierra Leonean 
Defense Ministry. 


This brings to 10 the number of rebels detained in 
Freetown prison following the 24 March attack on the 
localities of Bomaru and Singa (in the east of the 
country) in the Kailahun District. 


The NPFL guerrillas killed 14 persons. including three 
soldiers, the defense minister previously announced. 


In an interview this week with the British radio and 
television network, BBC. the NPFL leader had denied 
any involvement of his movement in this attack. 


Thousands of Liberian refugees now live in eastern 
Sierra Leone after escaping NPFL atrocities. 


400 Liberian Rebels Attack 


AB2903214191 Paris AFP in English 2135 GMT 
2Y¥ Mar 91 


[Text] Freetown, March 29 (AFP)}—About 400 rebels 
suspected to be members of the National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia (NPFL) attacked two border areas in eastern 
Sierra Leone early Friday. African diplomatic sources 
said. 


A rebel commander was captured by the Sierra Leone 
Army and several people were wounded. they said. 


The rebels fled back to Liberia after they had attacked 
the international market town of Koindu, 450 miles (730 
kilometers) north of here as well as a nearby customs 
post in Bendu, the sources said. 


‘At Least 19° Rebels Killed 


AB310314289] Paris AFP in English 1331 GMT 
31] Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Freetown, March 31 (AFP)—At least 19 sus- 
pected members of the National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia (NPFL) were killed in clashes with Sierra Leone 
troops on Friday [29 March] after crossing into Sierra 
Leone diplomatic sources said Sunday. The Liberian 
rebels. numbering about 400, carried out surprise raids 
on the market town of Koindu. 450 miles (730 kilome- 
ters) north of here. and a nearby village. Bendu. where 
they briefly seized a police post and a customs office. 
The diplomatic sources said the rebels came under heavy 
fire from the Sierra Leone Army and retreated back into 
Liberia. They said the Sierra Leone side suffered no 
casualties and that there was now a heavy Sierra Leone 
military presence in the area. 


One source said “the continuation of rebel incursions 
into Sierra Leone is aimed at diverting attention from 
the political and military reverses the NPFL had suffered 
in recent months” in Liberia. [passage omitted] 
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